
Assad Vows 
To Fight On 

ZEINA KARAM 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — A defiant Syr¬ 
ian President Bashar Assad 
rallied a chanting and 
cheering crowd Sunday to 
fight the uprising against 
his authoritarian rule, dis¬ 
missing any chance of 
dialogue with “murderous 
criminals" that he blames 
for nearly two years of vio¬ 
lence that has left 60,000 
dead. 



From left: U.S. Sen. Jack Reed (D-R.l.), President Barack Obama, conservation architect May Shaer and Sen. Chuck Hagel (R-Neb.) 
at the Amman Citadel in Amman, Jordan. President Obama has selected Hagel as his next defense secretary, a White House 
official said Sunday, Jan. 6, 2013. 

(Shawn Baldwin/The New York Times) 


Syrian President Bashar Assad 
speaks at the Opera House 
in central Damascus, Syria, 
Sunday, Jan. 6, 2013. 

(AP Photo/SANA) 

In his first public speech in 
six months, Assad laid out 
terms for a peace plan 
that keeps himself in pow¬ 
er, ignoring international 
demands to step down 
and pledging to continue 
the battle “as long as there 
is one terrorist left" in Syria. 
“What we started will not 
stop," he said, standing at 
a lectern on stage at the 
regal Opera House in cen¬ 
tral Damascus — a sign by 
the besieged leader that 
he sees no need to hide or 
compromise even with the 
violent civil war closing in 
on his seat of power in the 
capital. 

Continued on Page 8 


MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ 
© 2013 New York Times 

President Barack Obama 
has selected a former Ne¬ 
braska senator, Chuck 
Hagel, as his next defense 
secretary, a White House 
official said Sunday, turn¬ 
ing to a prominent Repub¬ 
lican to lead the Pentagon 
as it faces of the challenge 
of winding down the war 
in Afghanistan and pos¬ 
sible reductions in military 
spending. 

But the nomination, which 
the White House official 
said would occur on Mon¬ 
day, has already encoun¬ 


tered stiff opposition from 
Republicans and Demo¬ 
crats alike because of Ha- 
gel’s views on Israel and 
Iran and his comments 
about an ambassador 
who was gay. 

Republicans, in particular, 
have raised objections to 
statements by Hagel that 
they have described as 
dismissive of Israel and soft 
on Iran. Hagel once de¬ 
scribed pro-Israel lobby¬ 
ing groups as the “Jewish 
lobby.” He has insisted that 
he is a strong supporter of 
Israel. 

Speaking on Sunday talk 


shows, several Republican 
senators indicated that a 
stormy confirmation pro¬ 
cess was all but inevitable. 
“His views with regard to Is¬ 
rael, for example, and Iran 
and all the other positions 
that he’s taken over the 
years will be very much a 
matter of discussion in the 
confirmation process,” 
Sen. Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky. and the Republican 
leader in the Senate, said 
on NBC's “Meet the Press.” 
McConnell said he had not 
decided whether he would 
support Hagel. “I think 
there will be a lot of tough 


questions for Sen. Hagel, 
but he will be treated fairly 
by Republicans in the Sen¬ 
ate,” McConnell said. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R- 
S.C., said Sunday that he 
personally liked Hagel, but 
that he was “out of the 
mainstream of thinking on 
most issues regarding for¬ 
eign policy.” 

“This is an in-your-face 
nomination of the presi¬ 
dent to all of us who are 
supportive of Israel,” Gra¬ 
ham said on CNN. 


Continued on Page 2 
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Obama to nominate Hagel for defense post 



President Barack Obama, center, and former Sen. Chuck Hagel, second from right, during a 
meeting of the President's Intelligence Advisory Board in the Cabinet Room of the White House. 
President Obama has selected Hagel as his next defense secretary, a White House official said 
Sunday, Jan. 6, 2013. 


Continued from front 

“I don’t know what his 
management experience 
is regarding the Pentagon 
- little if any - so I think it’s 
an extremely controversial 
choice.” 

Those sentiments were 
echoed by Sen. Ted Cruz, 
R-Texas, who said Obama 
was being overly dismissive 
of criticism about Hagel. 

“I think this is a president 
right now who has drunk 
the tea,” Cruz said on “Fox 
News Sunday.” “He is feel¬ 
ing very good about him¬ 
self; he is feeling like there 
can be no opposition to his 
position. And so, it doesn’t 
seem - he doesn’t seem 
terribly concerned that 
there's not a lot of support 
for Chuck Hagel in the Sen¬ 
ate.” Cruz said he would 
probably vote against Ha- 
gel’s confirmation. 

Hagel, 66, has also re¬ 
ceived criticism for oppos¬ 
ing several bills to impose 
unilateral sanctions on 
Iran. His supporters point 
out that he has backed 
several rounds of sanc¬ 
tions aimed at preventing 
Iranian weapons prolifera¬ 
tion. He also supported the 
Iran Freedom Support Act 
in 2006, which, in addition 
to imposing sanctions, pro¬ 
vided funding for human 
rights and pro-democracy 
groups in the country. 
Coming confirmation bat¬ 
tles for Hagel and other 
Cabinet appointees will 
likely open a new schism 
between the White House 
and Congress. Fierce Re¬ 
publican resistance has 
already derailed the can¬ 
didacy of one Cabinet 
nominee. Susan E. Rice, the 
ambassador to the Unit¬ 
ed Nations, withdrew her 
name from consideration 
for secretary of state af¬ 
ter lawmakers threatened 
to disrupt her nomination 
over statements made 
about the death of the U.S. 
ambassador in Benghazi, 
Libya. 

Obama instead nominat¬ 
ed Sen. John Kerry to suc¬ 
ceed Hillary Rodham Clin¬ 
ton. 

Speaking on ABC's “This 
Week," Sen. Heidi Heit- 
kamp, the newly elected 
Democratic senator from 
North Dakota, criticized 


the rancor surrounding Ha- 
gel’s nomination, calling it 
symptomatic of Washing¬ 
ton gridlock. 

“This kind of fight is the 
fight that the people of this 
country get so frustrated 
about and with,” Heitkamp 
said. “Let Chuck Hagel get 
nominated, if he's going to 
be nominated, and let’s 
hear what the senator has 
to say.” 

Hagel’s candidacy has 
also raised questions 
among some liberal 
groups because of a state- 


C. TOOTHAKER 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— An opponent of Hugo 
Chavez alleged Sunday 
that conflicts are brew¬ 
ing within Venezuela’s 
ruling party and argued 
that alleged differences 
between the president’s 
close confidants have 
prompted them to post¬ 
pone the socialist leader’s 
inauguration. 

Opposition lawmaker Julio 
Borges told a news confer¬ 
ence Sunday that a rivalry 
between Vice President 
Nicolas Maduro and Na¬ 
tional Assembly President 


ment he made 14 years 
ago about President Bill 
Clinton’s nominee for am¬ 
bassador to Luxembourg, 
James C. Hormel. Hormel, 
he said, was not qualified 
because he was “openly, 
aggressively gay.” Hagel 
has since apologized. 

The president has praised 
Hagel, a decorated Viet¬ 
nam veteran, as a “pa¬ 
triot,” saying nothing in 
his record would prevent 
him from serving as de¬ 
fense secretary. He spent 
12 years in the Senate, re- 


Diosdado Cabello was be¬ 
hind the postponement of 
Chavez’s Jan. 10 swearing- 
in ceremony. 

Chavez has not been able 
to return to Venezuela from 
Cuba following a Dec. 11 
operation, his fourth sur¬ 
gery for an undisclosed 
type of pelvic cancer. 
“While the president is sick 
in Havana, they have a 
power conflict,” Borges 
said. 

“That's why they are en¬ 
gendering this violation of 
the constitution.” 

The Venezuelan Constitu¬ 
tion states the presidential 
oath should be taken be- 


(Doug Mills/The New York Times) 

tiring in 2009 after serving 
on the Foreign Relations 
Committee. As senator, 
he called for trimming the 
defense budgets and of¬ 
ten expressed skepticism 
about involving U.S. troops 
extended missions abroad, 
particularly without inter¬ 
national support. 

Though he voted for the 
resolution allowing Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush to 
take military action in Iraq, 
he was among the most 
outspoken Republican crit¬ 
ics of the war. □ 


fore lawmakers in the Na¬ 
tional Assembly. But it says 
the president may also 
take the oath before the 
Supreme Court if the presi¬ 
dent is unable to be sworn 
in before the assembly. 

The government revealed 
last week that Chavez 
is fighting a severe lung 
infection and receiving 
treatment for “respiratory 
deficiency.” 

There have been no pub¬ 
lic signs of friction between 
Maduro and Cabello, who 
appeared side by side 
waving to supporters after 
a legislative session on Sat¬ 
urday. □ 


Opposition alleges conflict between Chavez allies 



Egypt shakes up 
Cabinet, appoints 
10 new ministers 

AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt swore 
in 10 new ministers on Sun¬ 
day in a Cabinet shake-up 
aimed at improving the 
government’s handling of 
the country’s ailing econ¬ 
omy ahead of talks this 
week with the Internation¬ 
al Monetary Fund over a 
badly needed $4.8 billion 
loan. 

The reshuffle, which Presi¬ 
dent Mohammed Morsi 
had promised in response 
to public anger over 
Egypt’s economic malaise, 
affected two key ministries, 
the interior and finance. It 
also solidified Islamist con¬ 
trol of the government, 
putting three portfolios 
in the hands of members 
of the president's Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

The dire state of Egypt's 
economy was punctuated 
Sunday by new central 
bank figures that put De¬ 
cember’s foreign currency 
reserves at $15.01 billion, 
down $26 million from a 
month earlier. The reserves 
have dropped by more 
than half since the uprising 
that ousted longtime ruler 
Hosni Mubarak in February 
2011 . 

The central bank said last 
month that current reserve 
levels represent a “critical 
minimum.” 

Morsi met with the new 
ministers after their swear¬ 
ing-in ceremony at the 
presidential palace in Cai¬ 
ro where they discussed 
ways to revive tourism and 
attract foreign investors, a 
presidential official said, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity because he 
was not authorized to brief 
the media. 

Prime Minister Hesham 
Kandil, meanwhile, said he 
stressed in his first meeting 
with the new ministers the 
need for immediate action 
to stabilize the economy. 
At the heart of those ef¬ 
forts lies the $4.8 billion loan 
that Egypt has requested 
from the IMF. Cairo says 
the funds are needed to 
bolster confidence in the 
country’s economy and 
attract foreign investors. □ 
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US lawmakers in debt crisis deadlock 


7 people killed in bar in north Mexico 

PIEDRAS NEGRAS, Mexico (AP) — State authorities say 
that a commando of gunmen burst into a bar in the city 
of Torreon in northern Mexico and killed seven people be¬ 
fore fleeing in waiting vehicles. The state Attorney Gener¬ 
al's Office in Coahuila said the gunmen entered the Tor¬ 
nado bar quickly early Sunday morning and shot the vic¬ 
tims from close range. Coahuila state is across the border 
from Texas. Authorities say the Zetas and the Sinaloa drug 
cartels are fighting each other over control of smuggling 
routes in Coahuila where Torreon is located. Last week, six 
people were killed inside different establishments in the 
city. □ 


Avalanche in Alps kills 2 Italian skiers 

ROME (AP) — Rescuers have found the bodies of two Ital¬ 
ian skiers who were killed by an avalanche in Italy’s Alps. 
The Italian news agency ANSA said the rescuers found the 
remains on Saturday night, but had to wait until daybreak 
Sunday to remove the bodies. The avalanche occurred in 
the South Tyrol area. Nearby, another avalanche rushed 
past four Italians who were hiking on Saturday after tak¬ 
ing off their skis. All survived, with one suffering a broken 
leg, ANSA said. On a separate peak in the valley, six Rus¬ 
sians were killed on Friday night when their snowmobile 
towing a sled defied a ban on vehicles on a dangerous 
slope and crashed. □ 


Cat used in Brazil prison smuggling try 

SAO PAULO (AP) — Guards thought there was something 
suspicious about a little white cat slipping through a pris¬ 
on gate in northeastern Brazil. A prison official says that 
when they caught the animal, they found a cellphone, 
drills, small saws and other contraband taped to its body. 
Alagoas state prisons spokeswoman Cinthya Moreno 
says that the cat was caught at the medium-security 
prison in the city of Arapiraca. The O Estado de S. Paulo 
newspaper reported that all of the prison’s 263 inmates 
are suspects in the smuggling attempt, though it says a 
prison spokesman said “It will be hard to discover who is 
responsible since the cat does not speak.” □ 

City cuts off water after chemical leak 

BEIJING (AP) — Residents in a northern Chinese city are 
without water after the local government cut off the sup¬ 
ply because of industrial chemicals that contaminated 
a river. The Handan city government in Hebei province 
says it cut off the water after an accident in neighboring 
Shanxi province caused pollutants to pour into a river. The 
population of fhe cify and its rural areas is 9 million. Xinhua 
News Agency said Sunday that a loose drainage valve in 
a chemical plant was to blame for fhe leaking of nearly 9 
tons of fhe chemical aniline info the river. It said another 
30 tons of aniline have been contained in a disused reser¬ 
voir. Aniline can be toxic to humans. □ 

Jamaica police search for man’s killers 

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — Police in Jamaica have de¬ 
tained one suspect and launched a manhunt Sunday for 
several ofher gunmen believed connected to the slaying 
of a businessman in fhe island’s capifal. Assailants killed 
Melvin Chung Saturday as he was being escorted by an 
armed security guard in downtown Kingston. The two 
men were robbed of an undetermined amount of cash, 
a .38-caliber revolver and a 9 mm Browning pistol. Chung 
was shot dead before the assailants fled. He had operat¬ 
ed a number of gas stations in Jamaica’s capital. Police 
are withholding the detained suspect's name amid the 
ongoing investigation. □ 


ANNE FLAHERTY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
gressional leaders on Sun¬ 
day showed no signs of 
giving ground fo resolve 
fhe next step in the finan¬ 
cial crisis, with Democrats 
still talking about higher 
taxes on the wealthy and 
the Senate’s top Repub¬ 
lican suggesting that a 
crippling default on U.S. 
loans was possible unless 
there were significant cuts 
in government spending. 
“It's a shame we have to 
use whatever leverage 
we have in Congress to 
get the president to deal 
with the biggest problem 


confronting our future, and 
that's our excessive spend¬ 
ing,” said Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell. 
Last week's deal to avert 
the combination of end- 
of-year tax increases and 
spending cuts known as 
the “fiscal cliff” held in¬ 
come tax rates steady for 
99 percent of Americans 
but left some other major 
pieces of business unre¬ 
solved. By late February or 
early March, the Treasury 
Department will run out of 
options fo cover fhe na¬ 
tion's debts and could 
begin defaulting on gov¬ 
ernment loans unless Con¬ 
gress raises the legal bor¬ 
rowing limit, or debt ceil¬ 
ing. Economists warn that 


a default could trigger a 
global recession. 

Also looming are deep au¬ 
tomatic spending cuts that 
are now scheduled to take 
effect at the beginning of 
March that could further 
erase fragile gains in the 
U.S. economy. Then on 
March 27, the temporary 
measure that funds gov¬ 
ernment activities expires, 
and congressional approv¬ 
al will be needed to keep 
the government running. 
It’s one more chance to 
fight over spending 
Lawmakers said debt talks 
will consume Congress in 
the coming weeks, likely 
delaying any consider¬ 


ation of an expected 
White House proposal on 
gun restrictions in the wake 
of the Connecticut school 
shooting. Republicans say 
they are willing to raise the 
debt ceiling but insist any 
increase must be paired 
with significant savings 
from Medicare, Medicaid 
and other government 
benefit programs. Demo¬ 
crats are reluctant to make 
deep cuts to Medicare, the 
government program that 
provides health care cov¬ 
erage for fhe elderly, and 
Medicaid, which covers 
the poor. President Barack 
Obama has said he’s will¬ 
ing to consider spending 
cuts separately but won’t 
bargain over the govern¬ 


ment's borrowing author¬ 
ity. 

“One thing I will not com¬ 
promise over is whether or 
not Congress should pay 
the tab for a bill fhey've al¬ 
ready racked up,” Obama 
said in his weekly radio and 
Internet address. Demo¬ 
crats said further tax in¬ 
creases for the wealthiest 
Americans were still pos¬ 
sible as Congress looks to 
close the gap between 
revenues and expendi¬ 
tures. Democrats point 
out that Obama has al¬ 
ready agreed to significant 
spending cuts, and that 
the latest deal only gets 
the nation to about half 


of the revenue it needs to 
resolve the red ink. “Trust 
me, there are plenty of 
things within that tax code 
— these loopholes where 
people can park their 
money in some island off¬ 
shore and not pay taxes. 
These are things that need 
to be closed. We can do 
that and use the money to 
reduce the deficit,” said Il¬ 
linois Sen. Dick Durbin, the 
second-ranking Senate 
Democrat. House Demo¬ 
cratic leader Nancy Pelosi 
said she, too, wants to put 
“everything on the table 
from the standpoint of clos¬ 
ing loopholes.” But McCo¬ 
nnell bluntly declared that 
the “tax issue is over” after 
last week’s agreementO 



House Speaker John Boehner of Ohio, walks to a strategy session with GOP members, on Capitol 
Hill in Washington at the start of the first full day of business for the new 113th Congress. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 
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Football sex charges in Ohio prompt website 


JULIE CARR SMYTH 
Associated Press 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 

Authorities investigating 
rape accusations against 
two high school football 
players in eastern Ohio 
launched a website over 


One aim of the website. 
City Manager Cathy Da¬ 
vison said, is to combat a 
common perception that 
Steubenville High School 
— home of the “Big Red” 
sports program — con¬ 
trols politics in a small city 



Activists from the online group “Anonymous” rally at the Jef¬ 
ferson County Courthouse in Steubenville, Ohio. Members of 
the group said they are outraged over what they contend is a 
cover-up in a case involving the alleged rape of a teenage girl 
by Steubenville High School student-athletes that reportedly oc¬ 
curred in 2012. 

(AP Photo/Michael D. McElwain) 


the weekend as interest in 
the case balloons due to 
the efforts by activist hack¬ 
ers, an extraordinary step 
designed to combat the 
misperception “that the 
football team runs the city," 
the city manager said. 

Two 16-year-old boys are 
set for trial next month in ju¬ 
venile court in Steubenville, 
a town of about 18,000, on 
charges that they raped a 
16-year-old girl in August. 
Their attorneys have de¬ 
nied the charges in court. 
Public interest in the case 
increased with circulation 
online this week of an un¬ 
verified video, more than 
12 minutes long, that pur¬ 
portedly shows another 
young man joking about 
the accuser. The video ap¬ 
parently was released by 
hackers who allege more 
people were involved and 
should be held account¬ 
able. 


where special prosecu¬ 
tors and a visiting judge 
are handling the case 
because local authorities 
knew people involved with 
the football team. “When 
people are saying that 
our police department did 
not follow procedure, that 
the football team runs the 
city, that is not the case,” 
Davison said. “They went 
by the book. Everything 
was handled in an above¬ 
board fashion to make sure 
that the case can ben¬ 
efit from the fullest extent 
of the law." Intended to 
sort fact from fiction, the 
website has the appear¬ 
ance of a legal briefing, 
with black type on a white 
background, providing an 
intentional departure from 
escalating emotions over 
the case and how it’s been 
handled. It provides a time¬ 
line of the case, summaries 
of Ohio laws that affect sex 


charges, online posts and 
reaction to them and a 
pledge of transparency. 

“It looks very generic, but 
it was meant to be (that 
way), because it’s just the 
facts. There’s nothing flow¬ 
ery about it,” said Davison. 
The site, sponsored by Steu¬ 
benville city and police of¬ 
ficials, explains that only a 
handful of police officers 
attended local schools and 
that the city manager her¬ 
self is not even from Ohio. 


Its launch followed the hir¬ 
ing of a consultant who’s 
helping the city handle a 
barrage of media atten¬ 
tion sparked by the case. 
The site declares it “is not 
designed to be a forum 
for how the Juvenile Court 
ought to rule in this matter.” 
Steubenville sits in a re¬ 
gion of Ohio that's ben¬ 
efited economically from 
a recent shale gas drilling 
boom, and the city got a 
boost when it was selected 


as the site of Gov. John 
Kasich’s 2012 State of the 
State address, the first held 
outside the Statehouse in 
recent memory. 
“Steubenville is a fantas¬ 
tic place to live, work and 
play,” said Davison. “We 
have warm and loving 
people here, and this inci¬ 
dent could be anywhere in 
America or the country or 
the world, and it's really un¬ 
fortunate that it's tarnishing 
the city’s reputation."□ 
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4 dead after weekend standoff in Colorado 


P. SOLOMON BANDA 
Associated Press 
AURORA, Colorado (AP) 

— A gunman barricaded 
inside his Colorado home 
fired shots at police from a 
second-story window be¬ 
fore he was killed as police 
officers stormed the home 
Saturday. Once inside, 
they found the bodies of 
three other adults, authori¬ 
ties said. 

The suspect, whose name 
was withheld by police, 
held officers at bay for 
nearly six hours after neigh¬ 
bors reported gunfire at 
3 a.m. inside the modest 
townhome in the Denver 
suburb of Aurora, said po¬ 
lice Sgt. Cassidee Carlson. 
It wasn't known if officers 
shot the suspect or if he 
shot himself. 

Investigators said two men 
and a woman appeared 
to have been killed before 
officers arrived. 

The shootings occurred 
about four miles (6.4 kilo¬ 
meters) southeast of the 
Aurora Mall, where 12 peo¬ 
ple were killed and dozens 
were wounded by a gun¬ 
man at a midnight show¬ 
ing of the Batman film, “The 
Dark Knight Rises,” on July 
20. The man charged in 
that shooting, James Holm¬ 
es, goes to court Monday 
for a preliminary hearing in 
which prosecutors will pres¬ 
ent their case against him. 
In the latest incident, the 
suspect shot at police who 
approached the front of 


the home with an armored 
vehicle and fired tear gas 
around 8:15 a.m. He was 
killed when he fired at offi¬ 


clined to elaborate about 
the woman’s escape. 

A motive for the killings was 
unknown, and police had 


Couple dead, boy among 
hurt in Mass, condo blaze 


Associated Press 
CHELMSFORD, Mass. (AP) 

— A fast-moving fire tore 
through a northeastern 
Massachusetts condo¬ 
minium building, killing a 
couple in their late 60s or 
early 70s and injuring four 
of their relatives, including 
a 7-year-old boy who suf¬ 
fered serious burns, state 
Fire Marshal Stephen Coan 
said Sunday. 

The fire in Chelmsford be¬ 
gan at about 11 p.m. Sat¬ 
urday. Coan said he be¬ 
lieves the fire started ac¬ 
cidentally in the couple’s 
home on the top floor of 
the four-story building, one 
of several in the complex. 


The victims' names haven't 
been released. Coan said 
the man who died used a 
wheelchair, which imped¬ 
ed efforts to get him out of 
the condo. 

Fire officials said two adults 
and two children related 
to the couple were visiting 
them when the fire began. 
The boy was flown by he¬ 
licopter to a Boston hospi¬ 
tal to be treated for seri¬ 
ous burns, while the others 
were taken to local hos¬ 
pitals. The boy's condition 
wasn't available Sunday. 
Coan said firefighters res¬ 
cued several other resi¬ 
dents of the top floor from 
their balconies. □ 




Authentic* Aruban Seafood 


25th ANNIVERSARY 

Open daily from 5:00pm - 10:30pm (closed on Sundays) 
For reservations call: 583-2515 - Klipstraat 12, Downtown. 
www.driftwoodaruba.com • driftwood@setarnet.aw 


Dessert 


• Chocolate or Banana Cake 

• Ice Cream __ 


• Coffee / Tea 


This special cannot be used with any 
other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 


Police on the scene during an hours-long standoff at a Colorado 
townhome, Saturday, Jan. 5, 2013, in Aurora, Colo. 

(AP Photo/Andy Cross) 


cers from the second-story 
window about 45 minutes 
later, Carlson said. 

“After we arrived on scene, 
there were no more shots 
fired up until he fired at us,” 
Carlson said. “During this 
time he was all over the 
house. He moved furniture. 
He was throwing things. 
He was agitated. He was 
irrational." A large front 
window was missing in the 
two-story townhome, the 
window's mini-blinds in dis¬ 
array. Bullet holes marked 
two upstairs windows, and 
neighbors milled about 
outside. 

A fifth person escaped 
unharmed and called po¬ 
lice to report that she saw 
three people inside the 
home who “appeared life¬ 
less," said Carlson, who de- 


yet to say what weapon 
or weapons were used. In¬ 
vestigators wearing gloves 
and carrying evidence 


bags were going over the 
crime scene. Police de¬ 
clined to release the vic¬ 
tims’ names. “We have 
an idea of who they are, 
but we obviously want to 
confirm their identities with 
the coroner,” said Carlson, 
who declined to release 
the relationship between 
the victims and the shoot¬ 
er. Officers evacuated 
neighbors’ homes during 
the standoff and used a 
bullhorn to communicate 
with the gunman, urging 
him to surrender. 

Next-door neighbor Me¬ 
lissa Wright, a nurse who 
treated victims of the July 
movie theater shootings 
in Aurora, said she was in 
her second-floor bedroom 
when she saw the gunman 
start shooting from his own 
bedroom window. □ 


Enjoy our 
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3-Course 
Dinner Special! 


"Appetizer^) * Fish Soup 
-—^ • Onion Soup 

• Conch Fritters 

• Escargot 

• Salad 

EntrecT^) * Fresh Catch of the Day 

-- ^ prepared by our local chef just the way you like it. 

• Jumbo Shrimp from our local waters, 
breaded served with potato or rice or 
with garlic tossed over linguine. 

• Filet Mignon* 8 oz. US Tenderloin 

• Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 
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GOP begins soul-searching after tax vote 


Hearing may be ‘mini-trial’ in 
Colorado theater shootings 


MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
JIM RUTENBERG 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - When Re¬ 
publican leaders in Con¬ 
gress agreed to raise taxes 
on the wealthy last week, 
it left the increasingly frac¬ 
tured and feuding party 
unified on perhaps only 
one point: that it is at a ma¬ 
jor crossroads. 

From Mitt Romney's loss on 
Election Day through the 
recent tax fight that shat¬ 
tered party discipline in the 
House of Representatives, 
Republicans have seen 
the foundations of their po¬ 
litical strategy called into 
question, stirring a newly 
urgent debate about how 
to reshape and redefine 
their party. 

At issue is whether that can 
be achieved through a 
shift in tactics and tone, or 
will instead require a deep¬ 
er rethinking of the party’s 
longtime positions. 
President Barack Obama 
intends to test the willing¬ 
ness of Republicans to 
bend on those issues early 
in his new term, when he 
plans to push for stricter 
gun control and a com¬ 
prehensive immigration 
overhaul. 

The coming legislative bat¬ 
tles are certain to expose 
even more division in the 
party. 

“The Republican Party 
can’t stay exactly where it 
is and stick its head in the 
sand and ignore the fact 
that the country is chang¬ 
ing," said Ralph Reed, the 
founder of the Faith and 


Freedom Coalition and 
onetime leader of the 
Christian Coalition. “On 
the other hand, if the party 
were to retreat on core, 
pro-family stands and its 
positions on fiscal respon¬ 
sibility and taxes, it could 
very quickly find itself with¬ 
out a strong demographic 
support base.” 

Republicans now face 
a country that is increas¬ 
ingly younger, multiethnic 


and skeptical of Repub¬ 
lican positions on some 
social issues like same-sex 
marriage. The party's def¬ 
icit-cutting agenda relies 
heavily on reducing taxes 
for the wealthy, which irks 
middle-class voters, and 
cutting spending on gov¬ 
ernment programs, like 
Social Security and Medi¬ 
care, that are popular with 
many voters. 

Prominent Republicans 


insist that if the party's dis¬ 
parate factions can come 
together around a set of 
economic, social and for¬ 
eign policy principles in the 
coming years, they stand a 
good chance of retaking 
the presidency and mak¬ 
ing gains in Congress. 
Other leaders have ur¬ 
gently ordered top-to-bot- 
tom reviews to determine 
how the party lost touch 
with the most important 


and fastest-growing voting 
blocs, including women 
and Hispanics. 

“If there’s one conclusion 
that’s going to come out 
of this process, it's that we 
have to be much more 
granular in our approach 
to partners in the commu¬ 
nity like African-Americans, 
Hispanics and Asians," said 
Reince Priebus, the Repub¬ 
lican National Committee 
chairman. □ 


DAN ELLIOTT 
Associated Press 
CENTENNIAL Colorado 
(AP) — The suspect in the 
Colorado movie theater 
killings returns to court this 
week for a hearing that 
might be the closest thing 
to a trial the victims and 
their families will get to see. 
James Holmes, a former 
neuroscience graduate 
student, is charged with 
killing 12 people and injur¬ 
ing 70 by opening fire in a 
darkened theater showing 
the new Batman film “The 
Dark Knight Rises" in the 
Denver suburb of Aurora 
last July. At a weeklong 
preliminary hearing starting 
Monday, prosecutors will 
outline their case against 
Holmes, the first official 
public disclosure of their 
evidence. The judge will 
then determine whether to 
send the case to trial. 

Legal analysts say that the 
evidence appears to be 
so strong that Holmes may 
well accept a plea agree¬ 
ment before trial. In such 
cases, the preliminary hear¬ 
ing can set the stage for a 
deal by letting each side 
assess the other's strengths 
and weaknesses, said Lau¬ 
rie Levenson, a former fed¬ 
eral prosecutor and now 
a professor at Loyola Law 
School in Los Angeles. 
Preliminary hearings “are 
often the first step to resolv¬ 
ing the case, a mini-trial so 
both sides can see the writ¬ 
ing on the wall,” Levenson 
said. Judges rarely throw 
out a case at this stage 


because prosecutors must 
only meet a “probable 
cause" standard — much 
lower than the “beyond a 
reasonable doubt" stan¬ 
dard for a guilty verdict 
at trial, said Mimi Wesson, 
a professor of law af the 
University of Colorado Law 
School. Holmes, who faces 
more than 160 counts in¬ 
cluding first-degree mur¬ 
der and attempted mur¬ 
der, could have waived 
his right to a preliminary 
hearing, allowing lawyers 
on both sides to prepare 
for trial. But defense law¬ 
yers sometimes go through 
with the hearing because 
it gives them a clearer pic¬ 
ture of the prosecution's 
evidence. “In this case, I 
think it likely that the genu¬ 
ine purpose of the hear¬ 
ing would be information¬ 
gathering by the defense,” 
Wesson said. 

Court officials expect 
many survivors and fam¬ 
ily members of the dead 
to attend the preliminary 
hearing, along with scores 
of spectators and report¬ 
ers. At least two overflow 
rooms are being prepared 
where the hearing can be 
observed by video and 
audio feeds. District Judge 
William B. Sylvester has im¬ 
posed a gag order on at¬ 
torneys and investigators, 
and many court docu¬ 
ments have been filed un¬ 
der seal, so little is known 
about Holmes’ path from 
promising graduate stu¬ 
dent to suspect in a mass 
murder. □ 



Everett Wilkinson, a tea party leader, in Palm Beach Gardens, 
Fla. From Mitt Romney’s 2012 presidential loss through the tax 
fight early in 2013, Republicans have seen the foundations of 
their strategy called into question, stirring a debate about how 
to reshape the party. (Michael McElroy/The New York Times) 
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Down-home American, with a Korean touch 


Christie: 

Comments on 
Obama, Boehner 
part of the job 

ANGELA DELLI SANTI 
Associated Press 
TRENTON, New Jersey (AP) 

— In 2010, Gov. Chris Chris¬ 
tie underestimated the first 
major storm of his adminis¬ 
tration by flying to Disney 
World hours before snow 
crippled New Jersey. A 
year later, he overplayed 
Tropical Storm Irene with 
the now-infamous or¬ 
der, “Get the hell off the 
beach.” 

When Superstorm Sandy 
set its sights on his state, he 
had learned his lesson: be 
more hands on, more em- 
pathetic. 

“I had a sense from the be¬ 
ginning that this one was 
going to be really bad,” 
Christie, 50, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in an interview 
last week that reflected on 
a first term that has now 
positioned him in the na¬ 
tional spotlight and as a 
potential 2016 presidential 
contender. 

“With Irene, I went back 
and forth because the 
forecasts were going back 
and forth. 

When the National Weath¬ 
er Service says it's going to 
be a wipe out of the Shore 
then they start backing off 
of that, it’s very difficult to 
set the right tone and, can¬ 
didly, make the right deci¬ 
sions,” he said. 

“I might have been firmer 
in Sandy if if hadn’t been 
for the experience of Irene 
when I got everybody off 
the beach and nothing 
really awful happened 
there.” 

Christie, by his own admis¬ 
sion, is “not a subtle per¬ 
sonality” and he likes to 
take charge. 

Those two traits figured 
prominently in how the ris¬ 
ing Republican handled 
Sandy.Q 


JOHN ELIGON 
© 2013 New York Times 
MINOT, N.D. - Charlie’s 
Main Street Cafe in the 
heart of downtown here is 
a monument to small-town 
Americana. 

The menu offers down- 
home favorites: eggs and 
bacon, chicken fried steak 
and mashed potatoes, 
chicken noodle soup, va¬ 
nilla ice cream and, yes, 
apple pie. Polished timber 
panels provide a log-cab- 
in atmosphere. Framed 
black-and-white photos 
from generations past 


adorn the walls: carriage- 
style cars cruising down 
Main Street, baseball play¬ 
ers in stirrups and knickers, 
President Dwight D. Eisen¬ 
hower in a black top hat 
shaking a man’s hand. 

It is a gathering place for 
local leaders, and for resi¬ 
dents to catch up on gos¬ 
sip. 

This could well be a haunt 
on any idyllic American 
street corner. But Charlie’s 
is a bit different. 

The purveyor at this land¬ 


mark of deeply American 
culture in a town that is 
more than 97 percent 
American-born happens 
to be a South Korean im¬ 
migrant who traces her 
earliest awareness of the 
United States to a story her 
mom told her when she 
was in elementary school 
in Seoul, about a place 
that boasted of 31 flavors 
of ice cream. 

When Geewon Ander¬ 
son, 48, bought Charlie's 
in May, she not only em¬ 
braced the tradition the 
cafe represented, she also 


worked to bolster it. 

She overhauled the dirty 
and dilapidated interior 
and then decorated the 
walls with old pictures of 
Minot and its people that 
she found online. Her hus¬ 
band, Joel, a Minnesota 
native, carved an image of 
an American Indian and a 
buffalo out of bloodwood 
and hung it behind the 
cash register. She washed 
an old blue-and-white sign 
posted behind the building 
that read “Charlie’s Fine 


Food” and hung it inside 
the restaurant. 

Most important, perhaps, 
she left the menu alone. 
“Meat and potatoes,” 
she said. “That is a tradi¬ 
tion of the Middle West. 
I want them to carry on. I 
don’t want to come here 
and disturb their tradition. 
I don’t want to modify it. I 
want to enhance it.” 

She added, “I want my 
customers to feel fhis res¬ 
taurant is theirs." 

Anderson moved to An¬ 
chorage, Alaska, in 1991 
with her husband, whom 


she met while he worked in 
Seoul as a computer engi¬ 
neering contractor for the 
U.S. military. She built a ca¬ 
reer as a mortgage origi¬ 
nator in Anchorage. She 
also worked as a translator 
and was involved in civic 
activities. 

She counts a red BMW con¬ 
vertible among the fruits of 
her hard work. 

Though she had no ties to 
North Dakota before hear¬ 
ing about Charlie’s, her 
latest venture, it was the 


unlikely vehicle she chose 
to provide her family with 
a shot at the American 
dream. 

Just six months ago, her 
mother, two sisters and 
brother-in-law had not 
even heard of sunny-side 
ups, ranch dressing or to¬ 
mato sauce. They moved 
here from South Korea in 
June to help run the res¬ 
taurant. Her brother-in-law, 
Sung Chun Lee, a 56-year- 
old retired banker, has 
taken to American favor¬ 
ites like hamburgers and is 
now one of the cooks. This 
Thanksgiving, he helped 
prepare a turkey dinner 
that the restaurant served. 
“I am becoming more and 
more American,” he said. 
Anderson is helping open 
a franchise of CherryBerry 
Yogurf Bar in the mall here 
that her younger sister will 
run. Once her family be¬ 
comes comfortable oper¬ 
ating the businesses here 
on their own, Anderson 
hopes to return to Anchor¬ 
age. 

Customers at the cafe one 
recent morning seemed 
visibly smitten as she dart¬ 
ed between tables. One 
customer affectionately 
clutched Anderson by 
the wrist as they spoke. 
She brought hot choco¬ 
late topped with whipped 
cream to three burly con¬ 
struction workers, and their 
faces melted into smiles. All 
the while, Anderson, who 
stands about 5 feet tall at 
most, bounced around the 
restaurant wearing a glit¬ 
tery Santa hat that played 
Elvis Presley's rendition of 
“Here Comes Santa Claus" 
with the push of a button. 
“She’s always upbeat," 
said Gary Kramlich, 72, a 
real estate broker who has 
been eating breakfast at 
Charlie’s since 1963 and 
who was the broker when 
Anderson bought the 
restaurant. □ 



Geewon Anderson, center, talks to customers at her restaurant, Charlie’s Main Street Cafe, in 
Minot, N.D. Anderson was born and raised in South Korea but cultivates a traditional American 
feel at the restaurant that she bought and renovated in May. 

(Matthew Staver/The New York Times) 





























MONDAY 7 JANUARY 2013 


flWORLD NEWS 


UoLLi HIM msfe, 


SAIL SKORKIL 


SWING! 


DAILY 0:30a m-1:30pm (57 pp 
Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeawingl 


DAILY 2:30-5:30pm $38pp I Mon & Fri 5-7pm (30pp 
Shorter version with Open I Open Bar Included 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! | & Ropeswing! 






Tfcktli available at Jolly Pirate* Shop at NIooHba Btich, Boarding at 
Mooilfaa flnch- by the high rfmo holvli between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
lUurti. Offer not valid In combination with other discount off on. Valid 
for direct telephone reservation* PAP OIM/CA4 ffiEfl 
ONLY * Present coupon at boarding BSD Dill// 39A /o3D 


additional 


ivquvil/mHHHl 


save $10 per couple/per coupon for 
morning cruise save $5 per couple/ 
per coupon for afternoon cruise 


Defiant Assad pledges to continue fight in Syria 


Continued from front 

The theater was packed 
with his supporters who in¬ 
terrupted the speech with 
applause, cheers and 
occasional fist-waving 
chants, including “God, 
Bashar and Syria!” 

The overtures that Assad 
offered — a national rec¬ 
onciliation conference, 
elections and a new con¬ 
stitution — were reminis¬ 
cent of symbolic changes 
and concessions offered 
previously in the uprising 
that began in March 2011. 
Those were rejected at the 
time as too little, too late. 
The government last year 
adopted a constitution 


that theoretically allows 
political parties to com¬ 
pete with Assad’s ruling 
Baath Party. It carried out 
parliamentary elections 
that were boycotted by his 
opponents. 

Assad demanded that re¬ 
gional and Western coun¬ 
tries must stop funding and 
arming the rebels trying to 
overthrow him. 

“We never rejected a po¬ 
litical solution ... but with 
whom should we talk? With 
those who have an ex¬ 
tremist ideology, who only 
understand the language 
of terrorism? “Or should we 
with negotiate puppets 
whom the West brought?" 
he asked. 
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Syrian President Bashar Assad, top center, waves to his supporters after speaking at the Opera 
House in central Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Jan. 6, 2013. 

(AP Photo/SANA) 


“We negotiate with the 
master, not with the slave,” 
he answered. 

As in previous speeches 
and interviews, 
he clung to the view that 
the crisis was a foreign- 
backed plot and not an 
uprising against him and 


his family’s decades-long 
rule. 

“Is this a revolution and 
are these revolutionaries? 
By God, I say they are a 
bunch of criminals,” he 
said. 

He stressed the presence 
of religious extremists 


among those fighting in 
Syria, calling them “terror¬ 
ists who carry the ideology 
of al-Qaida" and “servants 
who know nothing but the 
language of slaughter.” 

He said the fighters sought 
to transform the country 
into a “jihad land.’O 


Israel planning Syrian border fence 


ISABEL KERSHNER 
© 2013 New York Times 
JERUSALEM - Israel an¬ 
nounced Sunday that it 
was constructing a border 
fence along the length of 
its armistice line with Syria 
in the Golan Heights and 
was coordinating its intel¬ 
ligence with the United 
States in light of the dete¬ 
riorating security situation 
in Syria. In remarks at the 
start of the weekly Cabi¬ 
net meeting. Prime Minis¬ 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu 


said that the Syrian army 
had moved away from the 
frontier and that jihadist 
forces had moved in. 
“Therefore, we will defend 
this border against both 
infiltration and terrorism,” 
Netanyahu said, adding, “I 
also submit to the Cabinet 
the fact that the Syrian re¬ 
gime is very unstable, that 
the question of chemical 
weapons here worries us.” 
He said that Israel was co¬ 
ordinating with the U.S. and 
others “so that we might 


be prepared for any sce¬ 
nario and possibility that 
could arise." 

Netanyahu's announce¬ 
ment came as he sought 
to reinforce his security cre¬ 
dentials as a strong leader 
ahead of national elec¬ 
tions on Jan. 22, and as he 
appealed to his traditional 
supporters to cast their bal¬ 
lots for the conservative 
Likud-Beiteinu ticket he is 
leading and not be lulled 
by polls showing that he is 
favored to prevail. □ 
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Chancellor Merkel’s deputy urges unity 


UK’s Cameron: 

I want to stay 
as British PM 
through 2020 

LONDON (AP) — David 
Cameron says he wants to 
stay on as British prime min¬ 
ister until 2020, calling his 
agenda of reforms enough 
to keep him busy through 
another term. The prime 
minister’s remarks to the 
Sunday Telegraph news¬ 
paper come a day be¬ 
fore he and Deputy Prime 
Minister Nick Clegg publish 
a midterm review of how 
their coalition government, 
formed in 2010, has fared. 
Relations between Cam¬ 
eron’s Conservative Par¬ 
ty and Clegg's Liberal 
Democrats have become 
strained over disagree¬ 
ments on austerity mea¬ 
sures, political reforms and 
other matters. Cameron 
told the newspaper there 
was no turning back on 
policies such as allowing 
same-sex marriage or the 
protection of foreign-aid 
spending, which have 
been unpopular with his 
party's grass roots. He 
urged critics in his party to 
“stop complaining.” Call¬ 
ing his “enormous reform 
agenda”enough to “keep 
us all busy,” Cameron said 
he wants to “fight the next 
election, win the next elec¬ 
tion and serve.” Britain’s 
next general election is 
scheduled for 20150 


GEIR MOULSON 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — Germany's 
vice chancellor is struggling 
to quell speculation about 
his leadership of the coun¬ 
try’s junior governing party, 
whose dire poll ratings are 
a complicating factor as 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
seeks re-election this year. 


Philipp Roesler, who is also 
Germany’s economy min¬ 
ister, appealed to his pro¬ 
market Free Democratic 
Party on Sunday to show 
unity ahead of a state 
election in his home re¬ 
gion of Lower Saxony on 
Jan. 20, an important politi¬ 
cal test ahead of national 


elections in September. 
Polls suggest the center- 
left opposition has a good 
chance of winning Lower 
Saxony from Merkel’s cen¬ 
ter-right alliance, largely 
because the FDP is very 
weak, and claiming a sig¬ 
nificant boost ahead of 
the national vote. 

Speaking at a tradition¬ 


al New Year party rally 
in Stuttgart, Roesler por¬ 
trayed his party — which 
opposes government inter¬ 
vention in the economy — 
as the only one which de¬ 
fends traditional German 
economic principles. The 
FDP is, he said, “the eco¬ 
nomic policy corrective in 


this government." 

The party has often talked 
particularly tough on the 
eurozone debt crisis, and 
Roesler stressed anew its 
vehement opposition to 
pooling European coun¬ 
tries’ debt. 

The FDP became Merkel’s 
junior governing partner 
when it won nearly 15 per¬ 


cent of the vote in Ger¬ 
many’s 2009 election with 
a campaign that focused 
heavily on substantial tax 
cuts. It failed to achieve 
them and received much 
of the blame for frequent 
squabbling in the coalition; 
it currently polls just below 
the 5 percent needed to 


win parliamentary seats 
both nationally and in Low¬ 
er Saxony. 

Roesler became party 
leader and vice chancel¬ 
lor in May 2011, when he 
declared that “starting to¬ 
day, the FDP will deliver.” 
That has haunted him as 
the party flatlined in polls, 
while Merkel’s conserva¬ 
tive Christian Democrats 
are strong and the chan¬ 
cellor is fortified by her 
handling of fhe debt crisis 
and a strong economy. 
Merkel's center-right co¬ 
alition lacks a majority in 
national polls, but they 
suggest she may well be 
able to keep power after 
September by seeking a 
new partner. Speculation 
has swirled for months that 
Roesler, 39, would have to 
go if the FDP does badly in 
Lower Saxony, and carp¬ 
ing from members has in¬ 
tensified recently. Devel¬ 
opment Minister Dirk Niebel 
vented his frustration about 
the situation in a speech to 
Sunday’s event, insisting 
that the party can’t wait 
until a scheduled conven¬ 
tion in May to choose its 
election campaign team. 
“Things can't carry on in 
the FDP as they are now," 
he said. “It tears me up in¬ 
side when I see the state of 
my, our FDP.” 

Roesler said that credibility 
is “also a question of style, 
fairness and solidarity.” □ 



From left: FDP faction leader Rainer Bruederle, German economy minister, vice-chancellor and 
party chairman, Philipp Roesler, vice-chairwoman of the party, Birgit Homburger and development 
minister Dirk Niebel attend a meeting of the FDP in Stuttgart, southern Germany, Sunday, Jan. 6, 
2013. (AP Photo) 
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Colombia arrests Bahamian for trafficking 


BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— A top police official 
says Colombian authorities 
have detained a Baha¬ 
mian citizen wanted in the 
United States on drug traf¬ 
ficking charges. 

Luis Alberto Perez is direc¬ 
tor of Colombia’s anti-nar- 
cotrafficking unit and said 
Sunday that Matthew Ian 


Ferguson was detained in 
the city of Monteria, some 
500 kilometers (310 miles) 
northeast of Bogota. 
Ferguson goes by the alias 
Matlock and is thought to 
have worked with drug 
cartels in Colombia and 
Mexico. Perez said Fergu¬ 
son arranged the transport 
of Colombian drugs into 


Mexico via Venezuela and 
Central America. 

Ferguson is suspected of 
having worked for Co¬ 
lombian drug lord Daniel 
Barrera Barrera, who was 
detained in Venezuela in 
September. 

The U.S. has issued an 
extradition request for 
FergusonO 




In this file photo, Vittorio Missoni, right, and his wife Maurizia 
Castiglioni smile in Milan, Italy. The search resumed Sunday, 
Jan. 6, 2013 for a small plane that has disappeared off the 
Venezuelan coast with six people aboard, including Vittorio 
Missoni, a top executive in Italy’s Missoni fashion house, officials 
said. (AP Photo/Livio Valerio) 

Venezuela searches for 
plane with Missoni CEO 


CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— The search for a missing 
plane carrying Italian fash¬ 
ion executive Vittorio Mis¬ 
soni and five other people 
has entered its third straight 
day on Sunday with no 
signs of the aircraft. 
Venezuela’s government 
said authorities would not 
call off the search involv¬ 
ing the National Civil Avia¬ 
tion Institute, Coast Guard 
and Navy until they find 
the BN-2 Islander plane 
that disappeared off South 
American country's coast 
and all of those who were 
on board. “All the authori¬ 
ties involved in these tasks 
are not reducing the inten¬ 
sity of the search until they 
locate the plane as well as 
its crew and passengers,” 
the government said in a 
written statement. It said 
search teams are using a 
plane and two helicopters 
as well as several coast 


guard vessels and 29 div¬ 
ers. The small, twin-engine 
plane was reported miss¬ 
ing hours after taking off 
Friday from Los Roques, a 
string of islands and islets 
popular among tourists for 
their white beaches and 
coral reefs. 

The plane was carrying the 
CEO of Italy’s iconic Mis¬ 
soni fashion house, his wife, 
two Italian friends and two 
Venezuelan crew mem¬ 
bers. Officials from Venezu¬ 
ela’s civil aviation agency 
have said that authorities 
declared an alert after the 
plane didn’t make contact 
with the control tower at 
the Caracas airport or with 
the tower in Los Roques. 
The plane took off at 11:39 
a.m. on Friday and had 
been expected to arrive 
at Caracas’ Simon Bolivar 
International Airport 42 
minutes later, according to 
officials. □ 


MONDAY 7 JANUARY 2013 


EWORLD NEWS 


2S tA 

£&£& ?4d tecetee $20 ddancnC axcfite 


■ Champagne Brunch 

* Sunset Cruise 

* Sail ft Snorkel 


Beach & Cave Tour 
Wet’n Wild- Jeep Tour 


Pflllcan Piar (twlwijfln Holiday Inn and Playa Linda HflUdjiy Inn 

Towffl Hire C&nlGT- Hgliday Inn Conclergu, Holiday inn Lobby. Woslm Amba 
P^Ql&ltfG, Weslin Amba Lsw&r L^bby, G^sn INH Mar E-anch Rnwri 

Or biHih frnllne ail www.pslican--cirulifi.-com 


Philippine police kill 13 in gun battle 


AARON FAVILA 


clash. Gunmen also fired so we had to retaliate,” 


Abang said by cellphone 
from the scene of the 
clash. “They were clearly 
outnumbered and out¬ 
gunned.” A police colonel 
was shot in the hand and 
foot and taken to a hospi¬ 
tal, de Leon said. Abang 
said the army and police 
had set up a checkpoint 
along the highway after 
police received a tip-off 
from an informant that 
gunmen involved in illegal 
drugs, gambling and kid¬ 
napping for ransom would 
pass through Atimonan 
in mountainous Quezon, 
where communist guerrillas 
have a presence. 

An initial police investiga¬ 
tion showed that the gun¬ 
men were likely members 
of a gun-for-hire group op¬ 
erating in provinces south 
of Manila, Abang said, 
adding that one of the 
slain gunmen had a police 
identification card. Investi¬ 
gators were trying to con¬ 
firm his identity, he said. 

The shootout followed two 
other violent incidents that 
have revived calls for tight¬ 
er gun control in the Phil¬ 
ippines, where there are 
more than half a million un¬ 
licensed firearms, accord¬ 
ing to police estimates. 

A man who reportedly was 
drunk and high on drugs 
killed eight people before 
being gunned down by 
police on Friday in Kawit 
town in Cavite province, 
16 kilometers (10 miles) 
south of Manila. □ 
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Associated Press 
ATIMONAN, Philippines 
(AP) — Philippine army 
special forces and police 
killed 13 suspected crimi¬ 
nals in a fierce gunbattle 
Sunday in a northeastern 
province in the latest vio¬ 
lence to erupt in the coun¬ 
try in recent days. A police 
officer was wounded in the 
shootout, which raged for 
about 20 minutes in the 
coastal town of Atimonan 
in Quezon province, about 
140 kilometers (90 miles) 


from a third van but turned 
around and managed to 
escape, he said. 

Two gunmen jumped out 
of one of the SUVs and fired 
from a roadside canal. The 
rest stayed in the two ve¬ 
hicles, which were raked 
by gunfire from troops in a 
sparsely-populated stretch 
of the highway, Abang 
said. The area was closed 
off to traffic and then re¬ 
opened late Sunday, with 
the two bullet-riddled 
SUVS still partially blocking 


Passengers look at the bullet-riddled vehicle of suspected 
criminals along a road in the town of Atimonan in Quezon 
province, Philippines, late Sunday Jan. 6, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Aaron Favila) 


southeast of Manila, the 
capital, according to the 
police and the army. 

The gunmen, who were 
riding in two black SUVs, 
opened fire on more than 
50 army soldiers and police 
when they were flagged 
down at a highway check¬ 
point in Atimonan, spark¬ 
ing the firefight, said Lt. 
Col. Monico Abang, who 
led the army platoon in the 


the dark highway. Que¬ 
zon provincial police chief 
Valeriano de Leon said 11 
gunmen died at the scene 
of the clash. Two others 
died while being brought 
to a hospital, he said, add¬ 
ing that government forces 
recovered two assault rifles 
and 12 pistols used by the 
gunmen. 

“They rolled down their 
windows and started firing. 



























China officials take blame in deadly shelter fire 



Yuan Lihai, center, speaks to investigators at the burnt remains 
of her private shelter for orphans and abandoned children in 
Lankao in central China’s Henan province. (AP Photo) 


Spain’s ‘El Nino’ lottery 
handing out $1.1 billion 


HAROLD HECKLE 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — A lottery 
showered €840 million ($1.1 
billion) on ticket holders 
in five regions of Spain on 
Sunday, in the midst of a 
deep recession and high 
unemployment. 

The “El Nino" (The Child) 
lottery is held each Feast 
of the Epiphany — Jan. 6 
— and the top prize tick¬ 
ets were sold in Alicante, 
Leon, Madrid, Murcia and 
Tenerife. The lottery’s name 
refers to the baby Jesus, 
who according to tradi¬ 
tion was visited this day by 
three kings of Orient bear¬ 
ing gifts. 

The lottery tickets cost 
€20 ($26), and the most 
one can win is €200,000 
($260,240). But there’s a 
catch. Thanks to new aus¬ 
terity measures aimed 
at reviving Spain’s ailing 


economy, anyone who 
wins above 2,500 euros 
($3,250) in the lottery has 
to pay 20 percent income 
tax on their windfall. 

On Sunday, a cheering 
crowd gathered outside 
one ticket office in the 
southwestern Madrid sub¬ 
urb of Alcorcon where 200 
of the winning numbers 
were sold, totaling €40 mil¬ 
lion ($52 million) in prize 
money. 

“I am very excited be¬ 
cause I really needed this,” 
said Josefina, one of three 
winners celebrating there. 
“Now that I've won, I just 
think I’ve been very lucky," 
said Josefina, who de¬ 
clined to give her surname. 
Spain’s most lucrative lot¬ 
tery, “El Gordo” (The Fat 
One), is held Dec. 22 and 
last year distributed €2.5 
billion ($3.3 billion) in prize 
money. □ 


BEIJING (AP) — A local 
Chinese government ad¬ 
mitted this weekend it had 
tolerated the existence 
of an illegally run orphan¬ 
age where six children and 
one young adult died in a 
house fire. 

The Lankao county gov¬ 
ernment in central China's 
Henan province said Yuan 
Lihai, operator of the shel¬ 
ter, illegally took in and 
cared for 18 abandoned 
children and young adulfs 
at her home but that the 
government turned a blind 
eye to it in consideration 
of her “kind-hearted acts,” 
reported People.com.cn, 
the official website of the 
party-run People's Daily. 
“There is a direct relation¬ 
ship between today's situ¬ 
ation and the fact that 
some related government 


departments failed fo en¬ 
force supervision and loos¬ 
ened managemenf on 
purpose,” deputy county 
governor Wu Changsheng 
said at a press conference 
as quoted by the news re¬ 
port. “They should shoulder 
responsibility, and that’s a 
loophole in our work.” 

Wu also told reporters that 
the local government had 
provided some assistance 
to Yuan to help her care 
for fhe children. 

The deaths have spotlight¬ 
ed China’s lack of govern¬ 
ment-run child services, 
which have often been left 
to private citizens with few 
resources and no legal au¬ 
thority. It is unclear whether 
Yuan would be punished. 
On China's social media, 
the public have shown 
overwhelming sympathy 


toward Yuan. An editorial 
by the official Xinhua News 
Agency blamed the lo¬ 
cal government's inaction 
and media — who had 
previously praised Yuan’s 
actions — for the tragedy. 
“The selective blindness of 
the local government and 
media reports prior to the 
tragedy has turned out to 
be more dangerous than 
the fire itself," the editorial 
read. “And until those with 
the power to rectify these 
issues open their eyes, simi¬ 
lar tragedies are bound to 
happen.” 

The fire broke out at Yuan’s 
home Friday, killing one 
20-year-old man and six 
children aged from seven 
months to about five years 
old, the local government 
said in an official state¬ 
ment on its website. □ 
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In Russia: 

Trendy activism against Putin loses momentum 


ELLEN BARRY 
© 2013 New York Times 
MOSCOW - As the final 
days of 2012 slipped away, 
no one at Denis Terekhov’s 
company was talking 
about the next anti-gov¬ 
ernment protest. 
Compared with the same 
time last year - when Terek¬ 
hov delivered an impromp¬ 
tu lecture on avoiding po¬ 
lice detention - Moscow 
feels like Moscow again. 
Profits at this marketing firm 
have tripled, the corpo¬ 
rate holiday party featured 
cocktails in an unnatural 
shade of blue, and his “of¬ 
fice plankton,” as the city’s 
legion of desk workers are 
sometimes known, scat¬ 
tered to vacations as far as 
Bali and Paris. 

Terekhov, who watched 
his employees as last 
year’s protests surged and 
ebbed, says it is now clear 
that they took part be¬ 
cause it was fashionable, 
nothing more. They felt 
strongly about the anti-Pu¬ 
tin rallies, he said, but “they 
also feel strong emotions 
about their iPhones.” 

Still, judging from this group, 
it would be wrong to say 
nothing changed in the 
year that Vladimir V. Putin 
returned to the presiden¬ 
cy. The fizzy excitement 
around last year's street 
activism is entirely gone. 
But in its place is a deepen¬ 
ing sense of alienation that 
poses its own long-term risk 
to the system. 

Discussion of political activ¬ 


ism in this office, an Internet 
marketing and communi¬ 
cations firm called Social 
Networks Agency, is now 
coated with a rime of dis¬ 
appointment, as if a rare 
opportunity had been al¬ 
lowed to slip away. During 
the trial of the punk group 
Pussy Riot this past summer, 
Terekhov set aside one of¬ 
fice as a screening room, 


where employees could 
watch a live stream of tes¬ 
timony with, as he put it, 
“laughter through tears.” 

A space has been left by 
Pasha Elizarov, a project 
manager and opposition 
activist, who resigned and 
left Russia after investiga¬ 


tors summoned him in con¬ 
nection with an inquiry into 
inciting a riot. He sent in his 
holiday greetings from Tan¬ 
zania. 

Terekhov, 33, had been 
skeptical of the protests 
from the beginning, in 
part because he was left 
discouraged by his own 
brief career in opposition 
politics. A year ago, he 


made a point of warning 
his employees that by pro¬ 
testing they were facing 
serious risks, like riot police 
officers with truncheons. 
They needed to realize, 
he said, that “revolution 
is not a game.” The risks 
went beyond truncheons, 
it turned out. On a Sunday 
evening in September, Ter¬ 
ekhov received an email 
from Elizarov, 27, the single 
high-profile political activ¬ 
ist among his employees. 
Elizarov said he was resign¬ 
ing from his position as a 
project manager and was 
leaving Russia. 

“From the point of view of 
international PR, if earlier 


Russia was associated with 
balalaika-matryoshka-cav- 
iar-Gorbachev-perestroi- 
ka, now of course we have 
to add Pussy Riot," Terek¬ 
hov said, his distaste ap¬ 
parent. “Balalaikas, bears 
- they were fun. They were 
something you could joke 
about. But this is some sort 
of marvel from the Middle 
Ages.” So this is where they 


are at the start of 2013: 
No one expects political 
change. But steps by the 
government are still set¬ 
ting off waves of indigna¬ 
tion, expressed mainly over 
social networks. Terekhov 
said the year’s third peak 
of political chatter, after 
the winter protests and the 
Pussy Riot trial, came last 
month, when the lower 
house of Parliament voted 
to ban adoption of Russian 
children by Americans. The 
ban was proposed in retali¬ 
ation for the Magnitsky Act, 
newly enacted U.S. legisla¬ 
tion punishing Russian offi¬ 
cials linked to human rights 
abuses. □ 


SAfrica: Mandela’s 
recovery is steady 

A. MELDRUM 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 

South African anti-apart¬ 
heid leader Nelson Man¬ 
dela has recovered from 
his recent lung infection 
and a surgical procedure 
to remove gallstones, ac¬ 
cording to an announce¬ 
ment Sunday by President 
Jacob Zuma. 

Doctors say that Mande¬ 
la, 94, has made “steady 
progress and that clinically, 
he continues to improve,” 
according to a statement 
issued by Zuma’s office. 
Mandela was hospitalized 
for nearly three weeks in 
December before going 
home on Dec. 26. 

Zuma’s statement said 
Mandela “continues to 
receive high care” at his 
home in the Houghton 
suburb of Johannesburg 
and that “his daily routine 
is being gradually re-estab¬ 
lished.” 

Zuma congratulated Man¬ 
dela on his recovery and 
said the anti-apartheid 
icon has “the love and sup¬ 
port of all South Africans." 
Mandela has been read¬ 
ing newspapers, sitting up 
in bed and receiving visi¬ 
tors, according to reports 
in the South African media. 
The news that Mandela 
has recovered from the 
recurring lung infection 
and the minor surgery will 
reassure many in South Af¬ 
rica concerned about the 
health of the aged leader, 
who has become increas¬ 
ingly frail over the years. 

A year ago, Mandela was 
admitted to a Johannes¬ 
burg hospital for what of¬ 
ficials initially described 
as tests but what turned 
out to be an acute respi¬ 
ratory infection. He was 
discharged days later. He 
also had surgery for an en¬ 
larged prostate gland in 
1985. □ 
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Denis Terekhov, Olga Vasenina, Yulia Fotchenko and Dmitry Pitirimov of Social Networks Agency, 
who said the antigovernment protests in Russia have collapsed. The excitement around 2012’s 
street activism in Russia is entirely gone, but in its place is a deepening sense of alienation that 
poses its own long-term risk to the system. (Olga Kravets/The New York Times) 

























Aruba Lights the Torch for the Celebration of Carnival 59 


ORANJESTAD- Aruba start¬ 
ed it's Carnaval Season 
once again with the fa¬ 
mous Torch Parade. This 
parade was packed with 
great music to dance to, 
streets filled to capacity 
with revelers, and most of 
all, the fantasy lights and 
costumes people used to 
decorate themselves with 
to be in the spirit! 

There were 9 talented lo¬ 
cal bands playing the 
event, and well over 4,000 
people participating in the 
parade. What a great way 
to start the Carnival cel¬ 
ebrations! □ 
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The winning never stops at 
the Radisson Casino! 


PALM BEACH - The Ca¬ 
sino at the Radisson of¬ 
fers a popular Mystery 
Jackpot promotion, with 
cash awarded to players 
at random, without a any 
particular winning com¬ 
bination. The casino’s first 
Mystery Jackpot winner for 
2013 was repeat-repeat 
visitor Tirso Jansen, who is 
pictured here with his wife 
ringing in the New Year in 
style. 

The Casino's last jackpot 
winner for the year 2012 


was a visitor from Brazil, 
Cesar Ferreirio, who won 
$1.661,58 on the Quick Hits 
carousel. All he could say 
was “Obrigado," when the 
bells started ringing, a few 
minutes before midnight. 
The casino at the Radis¬ 
son runs daily exciting 
promotions designed to 
entertain and reward pa¬ 
trons such as Free Bingo on 
Monday, Casino Bonanza 
on Tuesday, a Spin to Win 
weekend slot tournament. 
Mystery Jackpots, Poker 


Promotions, Raffles for Free 
Plays and weekend ac¬ 
tivities such as Happy Hour 
and Bingo. 

Both table and slot players 
visiting the Casino at the 
Radisson are invited to join 
the Winners' Circle Players 
Club and earn Customer 
Rewards towards unique 
promotional items, cred¬ 
its for table and slot play 
and credit towards ho¬ 
tel services. Incidentally, 
the island's favorite Poker 
Room, at the Casino at the 
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Radisson, whose whop¬ 
ping Bad Beat Jackpot 
now shows $49,501.92, also 
offers a Bingo Progressive 


at $26,946.55, ripe for har¬ 
vest, as well as a Caribbe¬ 
an Stud Poker jackpot of 
$57,663.11! □ 
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Amazonia Churrascaria entertains family and friends 


PALM BEACH - Dining to¬ 
gether for the last time in 
2012, family members and 
friends gathered at Ama¬ 
zonia Churrascaria on New 
Year’s Eve for a spectacu¬ 
lar gourmet experience 
toasting the outgoing year 
and welcoming the incom¬ 
ing one, over perfectly 
grilled meats and abun¬ 
dant salad bar selection. 

It was a good year for the 
restaurant, states director 
Patrick v/d Berg, having 
achieved top Trip Advisor 
ratings and the Wine Spec¬ 
tator Award of Excellence, 
the restaurant served thou¬ 
sands of diners of all ages, 
exceeding and topping its 
last year performance. 
Pictured here, an outstand¬ 
ing culinary feast, for New 
Year revelers, at Amazonia 
Churrascaria, the famed 
Palm Beach, Brazilian style 
steakhouse. □ 
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Anchle considers her jot m in* Housekeeping Department her second home, and has 
truly enjoyed becoming friends with the repeat guests and welcoming Them tech each 
year. Grateful for every day, Anchie believes that 10 succeed one must nave faith, genuine 
hospitality and generosity of spirit. 


Anchie is one of many associates at Bueuti & Tare Beach Resorts that make the boutique 
reserc a special experience for its guests, and we wish to say thank you to Anew t. 
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At the Marriott Surf Club: 

David and Nancy Schachnovsky honored by ATA 


PALM BEACH - Recently the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure of 
honoring a very nice cou¬ 
ple whom are loyal and 
friendly visitors of Aruba, at 
the Marriott Surf Club, as 
Distinguished Visitors. The 
symbolic honorary title is 
presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
10-to-l 9 consecutive years. 
The honorees were David 
and Nancy Schachnovsky, 
from Ponte Verde Beach, 
Florida. David and Nancy 
are loyal members of the 
Marriott Surf Club and Mar¬ 
riott Ocean Club, and they 
love Aruba very much, be¬ 
cause of the great friend¬ 
ly people, the climate, 
beaches, restaurants, the 
relaxation and great ac¬ 
commodations that the 
island has to offer. The cer¬ 
tificate was presented by 
Ernest Giel, representing 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity, together with John van 
der Linden, representing 
the Marriott Surf Club.Q 



Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

Vs a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 
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PLAY SUSPENDED YET AGAIN 

One of two course weather stations is seen before the first round at the Tournament of Cham¬ 
pions PGA golf tournament, Sunday, Jan. 6, 2013, in Kapalua, Hawaii. Play was to have started 
two days earlier, but was delayed, and then canceled for the day, because of rain and high 
winds. 

Associated Press 
Page 18 



Proud players 
thrilled that 
hockey’s back 

DAN GELSTON 
AP Sports Writer 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Flyers 
All-Star Claude Giroux re¬ 
ceived the wakeup call he 
waited to hear for 113 days. 
Locked out for months, the 
NHL was indeed ready to 
drop the puck. 

“It's a beautiful day for 
Hockey,” he posted Sun¬ 
day on Twitter. 

Call the overseas players 
and tell them to come on 
home to New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania and other 
states where the NHL only 
existed in the form of messy 
labor updates. The NHL 
and the players' associa¬ 
tion agreed on a tentative 
pact to end the lockout 
and save what is left of a 
fractured schedule. 

Let the training camps be¬ 
gin. “I’m ready to play,” 
Flyers veteran defense- 
man Kimmo Timonen said. 
“We're just waiting for the 
season to get started. It's 
been a long four months." 
But, finally, fans can stop 
thinking about board 
rooms and talking heads 
dressed in suits. Rather, it's 
time to get ready for Sid 
the Kid. It's time for the Los 
Angeles Kings to go de¬ 
fend the Stanley Cup. It's 
time to watch your team 
play, oh, about four times 
per week. 

Sure, the Winter Classic 
was wiped out. The All-Star 
game went bust. 
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PGA Tour opener delayed _ again _ by wind 



A wind gauge, right, is being held up before the first round at the 
Tournament of Champions PGA golf tournament, Sunday, Jan. 
6, 2013, in Kapalua, Hawaii. Play was to have started two days 
earlier, but was delayed because of rain and high winds. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

KAPALUA, Hawaii (AP) — 

Another attempt to start 
the PGA Tour season was 
blown away Sunday. 

Just more than an hour into 
the opening round of the 
Tournament of Champions, 
play was suspended when 
more 40 mph gusts came 
roaring down the Planta¬ 
tion Course at Kapalua 
and left officials no choice 
but to wipe out yet another 
round. 

Rickie Fowler will hit the 
opening tee shot of the 
2013 season on Monday — 
for the third time this week. 
Andy Pazder, the tour's 
chief of operations, said 
earlier Sunday that the de¬ 
cisions not to play “were 
not hard" because the 
wind was severe. 

The evidence from one 
hour of golf was over¬ 
whelming. 


Matt Kuchar’s golf ball blew 
off the tee twice before he 
could even hit his first tee 
shot. Charlie Beljan played 
six shots before he reached 
his first green. Ben Curtis 
had birdie putts on the first 
two holes and played them 
in 5-over par. 

The winners-only tourna¬ 
ment was supposed to be¬ 


gin Friday, but the round 
was scrapped by high wind 
after no one had played 
more than eight holes. It 
tried to start Sunday — the 
day most golf tournaments 
end — and it was clear 
early on there would be 
trouble. 

“We need to try to put the 
show on," Ian Poulter said. 


“Flyundai spent a lot of 
money. We want to play. 
Fans want to see us play. TV 
wants to see us play. We’re 
backed into a corner. I 
don’t think they under¬ 
stand how windy it really is. 
Now they’ve seen it.” 

It was comical from the 
start, with Kuchar having to 
tee it up three times before 
he could hit, and removing 
his cap the rest of the way. 
Jonas Blixt had a 1-foot par 
putt on the 10th hole and 
took about two minutes. Fie 
had to wait as a cup and 
someone’s hat blew across 
the green. 

The final blow came at the 
12th hole. Scott Stallings 
had a tap-in and as he ap¬ 
proached the ball to take 
his stance, it blew some 8 
feet away. 

“It's crazy. That's the only 
way to describe it,” Curtis 
said. 

“I've never hit two greens 


in regulation at the start 
and walked away at 5 
over. But hey. At least we 
had to try.” 

And they will try again — 
36 holes on Monday, when 
the forecast is for less wind, 
followed by an 18-hole fin¬ 
ish on Tuesday. That puts 
a crimp on the next tour¬ 
nament, the Sony Open in 
Flonolulu, which starts on 
Thursday. Pazder had said 
the Sony Open would have 
a limited television produc¬ 
tion because it's at least 
a 16-hour trip by barge to 
get the equipment over to 
Oahu. 

The original plan Sunday 
was to play 36 holes and 
then 18 on Monday for a 
54-hole event. But when 
the players arrived, rules 
officials checking the con¬ 
ditions on the back nine 
could barely stand up, so 
the start was delayed by 
four hours. □ 



In this image from video, NHL commissioner Gary Bettman, left, 
talks to the media as Donald Fehr, executive director of the NHL 
Players’ Association, stands next to him, in New York, early Sun¬ 
day, Jan. 6, 2013. 

Associated Press 


Hockey 

Continued from page 17 


But at 48 or 50 games, it's 
still hockey at the highest 
level. 

One of the questions that 
arises now, of course, and 
after any sort of stoppage 
for that matter, is will the 
fans come back? This is the 
third labor dispute in Com¬ 
missioner Gary Bettman’s 
tenure, and though the 
fans returned in the past, 
the jury is out this time. 

NFIL fan Steve Chase start¬ 
ed the grass roots “Just Drop 
It" campaign that encour¬ 
aged fans to skip one NFIL 
game for every game can¬ 
celed after Dec. 21st. Fie 
asked fans to pledge they 
would not spend a penny 
or a minute of their time on 
tickets, TV, merchandise, all 
things NFIL. 

Nearly 21,000 fans had 
clicked the “like” button 
on the group’s Facebook 


page by Sunday afternoon. 
And Chase, who lives in Los 
Angeles, wrote on the site 
he would stay true to his 
commitment. 

“AS IT STANDS RIGHT NOW: 
Games canceled from 
Dec 21 to Jan 14th aver¬ 
age out to 10 per team,” 
he wrote. “They took 10 
from us, we'll take 10 from 
them. No tickets, no TV, no 
merchandise.” 

Chase said there was 
growing sentiment among 
his friends to skip the entire 
season. 

He said the league and 
players didn’t think enough 
about the part-time em¬ 
ployees and local busi¬ 
nesses who needed 
the sport to help survive the 
winter months. “Look at all 
the bars around the rinks 
and all the shops that sold 
jerseys. 

They're all getting killed,” 
he said by phone. “We kept 
promoting, go to those 


bars and buy pizza. Keep 
them going. When hockey 
comes back, you’re going 
to want somewhere to go.” 
At downtown Detroit's Rub 
BBQ Pub, manager Chris 
Eid said he was “ecstatic” 


when he heard the news 
Sunday morning. And the 
settlement and the prom¬ 
ise of a return to NHL action 
was a big topic of conver¬ 
sation among his afternoon 
customers, he said. 


“Everyone misses hockey," 
Eid said. “And now we're 
getting it back." 

Many of the NHL players 
can understand the chilly 
reception from the fans. 

“To the fans that won’t 
come back, I can under¬ 
stand,” Phoenix Coyotes 
forward Paul Bissonnette 
wrote on Twitter. “To the 
ones that will, thank you for 
your patience. 

Welcome back NHL hock¬ 
ey." 

Amid the realization they’ll 
have to repair the dam¬ 
aged relationship with the 
die-hards, the Flyers re¬ 
leased a statement thank¬ 
ing fans for their patience 
and support. “Our orga¬ 
nization is very excited for 
our players, our coaches 
and, most particularly, our 
fans and we look forward 
to playing hockey again 
shortly," Comcast-Specta- 
cor president Peter Luukko 
saidO 
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Thunder beat Raptors 104-92 


By IAN HARRISON 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) - To Kevin 
Durant, an early afternoon 
start in Toronto against an 
improving Raptors team 
was a trap waiting to be 
sprung on Oklahoma City. 
But with a balanced of¬ 
fensive attack, and a de¬ 
fensive correction in the 
second half, the Thunder 
steered clear of getting 
caught. 

Russell Westbrook scored 
23 points, Durant had 22 
and Oklahoma City beat 
the Raptors 104-92 on Sun¬ 
day, giving the Thunder a 
winning start to a stretch 
that sees them play 11 of 
13 on the road. 

"This is one of those trap 
games when you play at 
1:00 p.m. in Toronto,” Du¬ 
rant said. "It’s a tough 
place to play. A few teams 
came in here and lost 
around this time. We knew 
we had to be focused and 
have a lot of energy from 
the beginning.” 

Serge Ibaka had 19 points 
and eight rebounds 
and Kevin Martinscored 
16 for Oklahoma City, who 
came in having played an 
NBA-low 12 road games 
this season but improved to 
9-4 as visitors. 

"We just want to keep on 
playing like we’re at home 
and keep on racking up 
the wins,” Martin said. 

Nick Collison had 10 points 
and eight rebounds to help 
the Thunder win for the fifth 
time in eight games since 
their season-long 12-game 
winning streak. 

Oklahoma City is 14-0 this 
season when at least five 
players score in double fig¬ 
ures. 

“’Everybody participated, 
everybody chipped in 
and everybody did their 
job,” Thunder coach Scott 
Brooks said. "We're good 
when we force the defense 


to chase the ball around 
and the ball finds a good 
shot. It's not really who finds 
it, just as long as it’s a good 
shot.” Westbrook and Du¬ 
rant each had seven as¬ 
sists. For Durant, that was 
his most since dishing out 
a career-high 10 against 
Golden State on Nov. 18. 
“’Kevin is the best scorer 
in the game,” Westbrook 
said. "He can score when¬ 
ever he pleases but he 
does a great job of keeping 
his teammates involved.” 
Alan Anderson scored 19 
of his career-high 27 points 
in the second quarter and 
Amir Johnson had 19 for 
the Raptors, who lost their 
second straight after win¬ 
ning eight of nine. 

‘ ’ I praised our guys, the way 
we fought and scrapped,” 
Raptors coach Dwane 
Casey said. "But at the 
end of day reality set in.” 
DeMar DeRozan scored 11 
points but made just four 
of 16 field goal attempts. 
DeRozan made only 3 of 11 
attempts in Friday's loss to 
Sacramento. 

"We wanted to make sure 
we didn't give him any 
easy shots,” Brooks said. 
"He’s an athletic guy that 
can get to the rim and his 
mid-range game is good.” 
Kyle Lowry scored 10 for 
the Raptors, who had won 
four of their previous five 
home meetings with Okla¬ 
homa City. Jose Calderon 
had 10 points and 11 assists 
as Toronto dropped to 6-14 
against Western Confer¬ 
ence opponents. 

Toronto guard Terrence 
Ross left one minute into 
the fourth quarter with a 
sprained left ankle and did 
not return. Casey said Ross’ 
injury is not considered se¬ 
rious but declined to say 
whether the rookie would 
be available for Wednes¬ 
day's game against Phila- 
delphialbaka scored 10 


points as the Thunder built 
a 23-12 lead with 3:10 left in 
the first, but Toronto closed 
the quarter with six straight 
points to make it 23-18 af¬ 
ter one.. □ 

Oklahoma City Thunder for¬ 
ward Kevin Durant (35) drives 
to the basket past Toronto 
Raptors forward Amir Johnson 
(15) during the second half 
of an NBA basketball game 
in Toronto on Sunday, Jan. 6, 
2013. 

Associated Press 
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2 hours + refreshments, Departure 9:30 till 11:30 am 
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RG3 hurt Seahawks top Redskins 24-14 



Washington Redskins quarterback Robert Griffin III twists his knees as he reaches for the loose 
ball after a low snap during the second half of an NFL wild card playoff football game against the 
Seattle Seahawks in Landover, Md., Sunday, Jan. 6,2013. 

Associated Press 


By JOSEPH WHITE 
AP Sports Writer 
LANDOVER, Md. (AP) - Rus¬ 
sell Wilson raced ahead 
to throw the final block 
on Marshawn Lynch’s 
go-ahead touchdown 
run, and theSeattle Se¬ 
ahawks finally had a victo¬ 
rious road show. 

Robert Griffin Ill's knee 
buckled as he tried to field 
a bad shotgun snap, leav¬ 
ing the Washington Red¬ 
skins an offseason to worry 
about their franchise play¬ 
er’s health. 

The last rookie quarterback 
standing in the NFL playoffs 
is Wilson - the third-round 
pick who teamed with 
Lynch on Sunday to lead 
the Seahawks to a 24-14 
victory over the Redskins. 
Lynch ran for 131 yards, 
and Wilson completed 15 
of 26 passes for 187 yards 
and ran eight times for 67 
yards for the Seahawks, 
who overcame a 14-0 first- 
quarter hole - their biggest 
deficit of the season - and 
will visit the top-seeded At¬ 
lanta Falcons next Sunday. 
Seattle will be riding a six- 
game winning streak, hav¬ 
ing left behind any doubts 
that the team can hold its 
own outside the Pacific 
Northwest. The Seahawks 
were 3-5 on the road in 
the regular season and 
had lost eight straight road 
playoff games, the last win 
coming in December 1983 
against the Miami Dol¬ 
phins. 

The day began with three 
rookie quarterbacks in the 
playoffs, but No. 1 over¬ 
all pick Andrew Luck was 
eliminated when the In¬ 
dianapolis Colts lost 24-9 to 
the Baltimore Ravens ear¬ 
lier in the day. 

Lynch’s 27-yard touch¬ 
down run with 7:08 remain¬ 
ing and a 2-point conver¬ 
sion gave the Seahawks a 


21-14 lead, and the play 
that essentially put the out¬ 
come to rest came shortly 
afterward. 

On the second play of the 
Redskins’ next possession, 
Griffin’s heavily braced 
right knee buckled badly 
as he tried to field a bad 
shotgun snap on a second- 
and-22 at Washington's 
12-yard line. He lay on the 
ground, unable to recover 
the ball as the Seahawks 
pounced on it. 

Griffin walked off the field 
under his own power, but 
the Redskins announced 
he would not return. Af¬ 
ter a few minutes, Griffin 
walked back to the side¬ 
line and watched the end 
of the game. The extent of 
the injury was not immedi¬ 
ately known. 

Griffin was playing in his 
third game since sprain¬ 
ing his right knee about a 
month ago against the Bal¬ 


timore Ravens, and he had 
been looking gimpy since 
tumbling backward follow¬ 
ing an ill-advised sidearm 
throw in the first quarter. 
Having recovered the fum¬ 
ble, the Seahawks kicked 
a short field goal to give 
them the insurance they 
needed. Fellow rookie Kirk 
Cousins, subbing for Grif¬ 
fin, was unable to rally the 
Redskins in the final min¬ 
utes. 

Griffin, the No. 2 overall 
pick and last year’s Heis- 
man Trophy winner who set 
several rookie quarterback 
record this year, finished 
10 for 19 for 84 yards with 
two touchdowns and one 
interception. He also had 
five carries for 21 yards, in¬ 
cluding a laboring 9-yard 
run that made him look 32 
years old instead of 22. 

The loss ended a seven- 
game winning streak for 
the Redskins, who recov¬ 


ered from a 3-6 start to win 
the NFC East. 

The Redskins opened the 
game threatening to make 
a mockery of the NFL’s top 
scoring defense. Simple 
toss-to-the-right stretch 
plays netted 8, 9 and 18 
yards for Alfred Morris in 
an 80-yard drive, and tight 
end Logan Paulsen bar¬ 
reled into linebacker Mal¬ 
colm Smith after a catch 
to highlight a 54-yard drive. 
Both possessions ended 
with 4-yard touchdown 
passes: one to Evan Roys¬ 
ter for his first NFL TD catch 
and the other to Paulsen. 
The Redskins led 14-0 in the 
first quarter against a team 
that allowed a season-low 
15.3 per game in the regu¬ 
lar season, but Griffin had 
tweaked the knee on that 
second drive. 

The Seahawks responded 
by getting Lynch involved 
more and scoring on 


three consecutive drives 
to pulled within a point at 
halftime. Steven Hauschka, 
who injured his left ankle 
during the first half and had 
to relinquish kickoff duties, 
nevertheless sandwiched 
field goals of 32 and 29 
yards around a 4-yard 
touchdown pass from Wil¬ 
son to Michael Robinson. 
The Seahawks were poised 
to take the lead on the 
opening drive of the sec¬ 
ond half, moving the ball 
to 1-yard line with a pair of 
nice runs by Lynch and a 
leaping catch by Golden 
Tate. 

But Lynch fumbled on sec- 
ond-and-goal from the 1, 
the ball popped loose and 
was recovered by defen¬ 
sive lineman Jarvis Jenkins. 
Then, on their next drive, 
the Seahawks drove to 
Washington's 28 before a 
sack forced a punt - rather 
than a long field goal at¬ 
tempt by an injured kicker. 
With the Redskins’ of¬ 
fense struggling, however, 
the Seahawks had more 
chances to take the lead 
- and finally did on the 
79-yard drive capped by 
Lynch's touchdown run. 
The playoff meeting be¬ 
tween the two teams was 
the third, but first outside 
Seattle. The Seahawks 
won 20-10 in January 2006, 
and 35-14 in January 2008. 
Those were the last two 
postseason games played 
by the Redskins. 

Seattle had outscored op¬ 
ponents 193-60 in its final 
five games of the regu¬ 
lar season. But they were 
3-5 on the road and had 
lost eight straight road 
playoff games. Their only 
road playoff win came in 
their first postseason road 
game, Dec. 31, 1983, at 
Miami. 

And now they have 
another. □ 
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NFL Roundup 

Ravens beat Colts 24-9 in AFC wild card game 



Baltimore Ravens wide receiver Anquan Boldin (81) catches a touchdown pass as he is defended 
by Indianapolis Colts cornerback Darius Butler (20) during the second half of an NFL wild card 
playoff football game Sunday, Jan. 6, 2013, in Baltimore. 

Associated Pres 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Anquan 
Boldin set a franchise re¬ 


cord with 145 yards on five 
receptions, including the 
clinching touchdown, as 
Baltimore beat Indianapo¬ 


lis 24-9 in Sunday’s AFC 
wild-card game. 

The previously struggling 
Ravens defense was 


staunch, inspired no doubt 
by star linebacker Ray 
Lewis appearing in his final 
home game before retir¬ 
ing. The win delays his re¬ 
tirement for at least anoth¬ 
er week as Baltimore (11-6) 
heads to Denver next Sat¬ 
urday. 

The Broncos beat the Ra¬ 
vens 34-17 three weeks 
ago. 

Lewis even lined up at full¬ 
back for the final kneel- 
down in his last home game 
of a 17-year career, then 
went into a short version 
of his trademark dance 
before being mobbed by 
teammates. 

Sunday's victory also en¬ 
hanced the Ravens’ suc¬ 


cess rate in opening play¬ 
off games. 

Flacco now has won at 
least one postseason 
game in all five of his pro 
seasons, the only quarter¬ 
back to do it in the Super 
Bowl era. 

His main target Sunday 
was Boldin, who had re¬ 
ceptions of 50 and 46 
yards, plus his 18-yard TD 
on a floater from Flacco in 
the corner of the end zone 
with 9:14 to go. 

Baltimore overcame the 
first two lost fumbles of the 
season by Ray Rice, too, as 
John Harbaugh became 
the first head coach with 
wins in his first five playoff 
campaigns. □ 
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FDA offers rules to stop food contamination 


STEPHANIE STROM 
© 2013 New York Times 

The Food and Drug Ad¬ 
ministration on Friday pro¬ 
posed two sweeping rules 
aimed at preventing the 
contamination of produce 
and processed foods, tak¬ 
ing a long-awaited step 
toward codifying the food 
safety law that Congress 
passed two years ago. 

The proposed rules repre¬ 
sent a sea change in the 
way the agency polices 
food, a process that cur¬ 
rently involves swinging into 
action after food contami¬ 
nation has been identified 
rather than preventing it. 
The rules range from re¬ 
quirements for better re¬ 
cord-keeping and contin¬ 
gency plans for handling 
outbreaks to measures that 
would prevent the spread 
of contaminants in the first 
place, by requiring farmers 
to ensure that water used 
in irrigation is clean, for ex¬ 
ample, or that food pro¬ 
cessors prevent fresh food 
that may contain bacteria 
from coming into contact 
with food that has been 
cooked. New safety mea¬ 
sures could be as simple 
as requiring farmworkers to 


wash their hands or install¬ 
ing portable toilets in fields. 
Whether consumers will ul¬ 
timately bear some of the 
cost of the new rules was 
unclear. But the FDA com¬ 
missioner, Margaret Ham¬ 
burg, said a big question 
remaining to be resolved is 
whether Congress will ap¬ 
prove the money to sup¬ 
port the oversight needed 
to ensure compliance and 
enforcement of the new 
rules. The president re¬ 
quested $220 million, to be 
financed largely by fees, in 
his 2013 budget, but Ham¬ 
burg. conceded that "re¬ 
sources remain an ongo¬ 
ing concern.” 

Nonetheless, FDA officials 
were optimistic that the 
new rules would better pro¬ 
tect consumers. 

“These new rules really set 
the basic framework for a 
modern, science-based 
approach to food safety 
and shifts us from a strate¬ 
gy of reacting to problems 
to a strategy for preventing 
problems,” Michael R. Tay¬ 
lor, deputy commissioner 
for foods and veterinary 
medicine at the FDA, said 
in an interview. 

The FDA is responsible for 
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the safety of about 80 
percent of the food that 
the nation consumes. The 
remainder of the burden 
falls to the Department 
of Agriculture, which is re¬ 
sponsible for meat, poul¬ 
try and some eggs. One 
in 6 Americans becomes 
ill from eating contami¬ 


nated food each year, the 
government estimates; of 
those, roughly 130,000 are 
hospitalized and 3,000 die. 
Congress passed the 
groundbreaking Food 


Safety Modernization Act 
in 2010 after a wave of in¬ 
cidents involving tainted 
eggs, peanut butter and 
spinach sickened thou¬ 
sands of people and led 
major food makers to join 
consumer advocates in 
demanding stronger gov¬ 
ernment oversight. 


But it took the Obama ad¬ 
ministration two years to 
move the rules through the 
FDA, prompting accusa¬ 
tions by advocates that 
the White House was more 


concerned about protect¬ 
ing itself from Republican 
criticism than about public 
safety. 

Taylor said, however, that 
the delay was a func¬ 
tion of the wide variety of 
foods that the rules had to 
encompass and the com¬ 
plexity of the food system. 
“Anything that is important 
and complicated will al¬ 
ways take longer than you 
would like,” he said. 

The first rule would require 
manufacturers of pro¬ 
cessed foods sold in the 
United States to identify, 
adopt and carry out mea¬ 
sures to reduce the risk of 
contamination. Food com¬ 
panies also would be re¬ 
quired to have a plan for 
correcting any problems 
that might arise and for 
keeping records that FDA 
inspectors could use for 
audit purposes. 

One such preventive mea¬ 
sure might be the roasting 
of raw peanuts at a tem¬ 
perature guaranteed to kill 
salmonella bacteria, which 
has been a problem in nut 
butters in recent years. □ 



Peter Pan and other brands of peanut butter were subject to a 
massive recall in 2007 because of salmonella contamination. 


(Associated Press) 


CDC: 

2012 worst year for whooping cough since 1955 


MIKE STOBBE 
Associated Press 

The nation just suffered 
its worst year for whoop¬ 
ing cough in nearly six 
decades, according to 
preliminary government 
figures. 

Whooping cough ebbs 
and flows in multi-year cy¬ 
cles, and experts say 2012 
appears to have reached 
a peak with 41,880 cases. 
Another factor: A vaccine 
used since the 90s doesn’t 
last as long as the old one. 
The vaccine problem may 
continue to cause higher 
than normal case counts 
in the future, said Dr. Tom 
Clark of the Centers for Dis¬ 


ease Control and Preven¬ 
tion. 

“I think the numbers are 
going to trend up,” he 
said. The agency provided 
the latest figures on Friday. 
Last year, cases were up 
in 48 states and outbreaks 
were particularly bad in 
Colorado, Minnesota, 
Washington state, Wiscon¬ 
sin and Vermont. 

The good news: Despite 
the high number of illness¬ 
es, deaths didn't increase. 
Eighteen people died, in¬ 
cluding 15 infants younger 
than 1. 

Officials aren’t sure why 
there weren’t more deaths, 
but think that the atten¬ 


tion paid to bad outbreaks 
across the nation resulted 
in infected children get¬ 
ting diagnosed faster and 
treated with antibiotics. 
Also, a push last year to 
vaccinate pregnant wom¬ 
en — a measure designed 
to pass immunity to infants 
— may have had some 
small measure of success, 
Clark said. 

The final tally will be higher 
but unlikely to surpass the 
nearly 63,000 illnesses in 
1955, he said. 

Whooping cough is a high¬ 
ly contagious disease that 
can strike people of any 
age but is most dangerous 
to children. □ 
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literally fly over the ocean, soar up to 30 feet 
in the air or hover and walk along the water... 


Book now! www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


Huge gadget show gears up in 


Las Vegas 



This undated publicity image provided by Sony shows an ultra-HD 4K TV set. At the biggest trade 
show in the Americas, which kicks off next week in Las Vegas, TV makers will be doing their best 
to convince you that HDTVs are old hat, and should make room for “Ultra HDTV.” 

Associated Press 


PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 

Think your high-definition TV 
is hot stuff — as sharp as it 
gets? At the biggest trade 
show in the Americas, 
which kicks off next week 
in Las Vegas, TV makers will 
be doing their best to con¬ 
vince you that HDTVs are 
old hat, and should make 
room for “Ultra HDTV.” 

It’s the latest gambit from 
an industry struggling with 
a shift in consumer spend¬ 
ing from TVs, PCs and sin¬ 
gle-purpose devices such 
as camcorders to small, 
portable do-it-all gadgets: 
smartphones and tablets. 
The Consumer Electronics 
Association estimates that 
device shipments to U.S. 
buyers fell 5 percent in dol¬ 
lar terms last year exclud¬ 
ing smartphones and tab¬ 
lets, but rose 6 percent to 
$207 billion if you include 
those categories. 

The trends suggest that the 
International CES (formerly 
the Consumer Electronics 
Show) is losing its stature as 
a start-of-the-year show¬ 
case for the gadgets that 
consumers will buy over 
the next 12 months. It start¬ 
ed out as a venue for the 
TV and stereo industries. 
Later, PCs joined the party. 
But over the last few years, 
TVs and PCs have declined 
in importance as portable 
gadgets have risen and 
CES hasn’t kept pace. 
It’s not a major venue for 
phone and tablet launch¬ 
es, though some new mod¬ 
els will likely see the light of 
day there when the show 
floor opens on Tuesday. 
The biggest trendsetter in 
mobile gadgets industry, 
Apple Inc., stays away, as 
it shuns all events it doesn't 
organize itself. 

Apple rival Microsoft Corp. 
has also scaled back its 
patronage of the show. 
For the first time since 1999, 


Microsoft’s CEO won’t be 
delivering the kick-off key¬ 
note. Qualcomm Inc. has 
taken over the podium. 
It's an important maker 
of chips that go into cell¬ 
phones, but not a house¬ 
hold name. 

None of this seems to mat¬ 
ter much to the industry 
people who go to the 
show, which is set to be 
bigger than ever, at least 
in terms of floor space. 
Gary Shapiro the CEO of 
the organizing Consumer 
Electronics Association, 
expects attendance close 
to the 156,000 people who 
turned out last year. That's 
pretty much at capacity 
for Las Vegas, which has 
about 150,000 hotel rooms. 
The show doesn’t welcome 
gawkers: the attendees 
are executives, purchas¬ 
ing managers, engineers, 
marketers, journalists and 
others with connections to 
the industry. 

“We don't want to be over 
160,000,” Shapiro said in an 
interview. “We do every¬ 
thing we can not to be too 
crowded.” 

Nor do the shifting winds 
of the technology industry 
seem to matter much to 
exhibitors. Though some 
big names are scaling 
back or missing, there are 
many smaller companies 
clamoring for booth space 
and a spot in the limelight 
for a few days. For exam¬ 
ple, while Apple doesn’t 
have an official presence 
at the show, there will be 
500 companies displaying 
Apple accessories in the 
“iLounge Pavilion." 

Overall, the CEA sold a re¬ 
cord 1.9 million square feet 
of floor space (the equiva¬ 
lent of 33 football fields) for 
this year’s show. 

These are some of the 
themes that will be in evi¬ 
dence next week: 

_ SHARPER TVs 


Ultra HDTVs have four times 
the resolution of HDTVs. 
While this sounds extreme 
and unnecessary, you've 
probably already been 
exposed to projections at 
this resolution, because it's 
used in digital movie the¬ 
aters. Sony, LG, Westing- 
house and others will be 
at the show with huge flat- 
panel TVs that bring that 
experience home, if you 
have a spare $20,000 or so. 
While the sets are eye¬ 
catching, they will likely be 
niche products for years to 
come, if they ever catch 
on. They have to be really 
big — more than 60 inches, 
measured diagonally — to 
make the extra resolution 
really count. Also, there’s 
no easy way to get movies 
in UHDTV resolution. 


“While there’s going to be 
a lot of buzz around Ultra 
HDTV, we really think what’s 
going to be relevant to 
consumers at the show is 
the continued evolution of 
3D TVs and Internet-con¬ 
nected TVs,” said Kumu 
Puri, senior executive with 
consulting firm Accenture’s 
Electronics & High-Tech 
group. 

_BIGGER PHONES 

Unlike TVs, new phones are 
launched throughout the 
year, so CES isn't much of 
a bellwether for phone 
trends. But this year, reports 
point to several super-sized 
smartphones, with screen 
bigger than five inches 
diagonally, making their 
debut at the show. These 
phones are so big they can 
be awkward to hold to the 


ear, but Samsung's Galaxy 
Note series has shown that 
there’s a market for them. 
Wags call them “phablets" 
because they're almost 
tablet-sized. 

_ACROBATIC PCs 

Microsoft launched Win¬ 
dows 8 in October, in an 
attempt to make the PC 
work more like a tablet. PC 
makers obliged, with a slew 
of machines that blend 
the boundaries. They have 
touch screens that twist, 
fold back or detach from 
the keyboard. None of 
these seems to be a stand¬ 
out hit so far, but we can 
expect more experiments 
to be revealed at the show. 
“All the PC manufacturers 
recognize that they have 
to do things differently," 
Accenture’s Puri said. □ 
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Wall Street Week Ahead: 

As US markets cheer “cliff” deal, volatility remains 


Steve Rothwell 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) - When 
lawmakers delivered a 
long-delayed, last-minute 
agreement on the bud¬ 
get, Wall Street celebrat¬ 
ed. And it would be easy 
to think that the surge in 
the Dow the following day 
meant that investors had 
put their concerns about 
Washington’s political grid¬ 
lock behind them. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average surged on the 
news, but that doesn’t 
mean the volatility is over. 
In fact, there could be 
more turmoil in the market 
soon because decisions on 
cutting the federal budget 
deficit have been put off 
unfil March, when fhe gov¬ 
ernment will reach its bor¬ 
rowing limit. Republicans 
have already said they will 


BERLIN (AP) — International 
banking regulators agreed 
Sunday on global rules 
meant to ensure banks 
keep enough cash in hand 
to survive future market cri¬ 
ses, and gave banks until 
2019 to comply fully. The 
rules will require banks in fu¬ 
ture to hold enough cash, 
and assets such as equities, 
corporate and govern¬ 
ment bonds that can easily 
be sold, to tide them over 
during an acute 30-day cri¬ 
sis. The body that oversees 
the Basel Committee on 


demand cuts to spending 
as a condition for extend¬ 
ing the limit. “The uncer¬ 
tainty is still there, the key is¬ 


sues are spending cuts and 
entitlement reforms and, 
for fhe most part, those 


Banking Supervision, which 
sets international rules, said 
Sunday that they will have 
to hold 60 percent of fhaf 
amount when the rules start 
being phased in on Jan. 1, 
2015; that will increase by 
10 percentage points ev¬ 
ery year until the standards 
take full effect at the be¬ 
ginning of 2019. The over¬ 
sight body’s head, Bank of 
England governor Mervyn 
King, said after regulators 
met in Basel, Switzerland, 
that the timeframe ensures 
the new standards “will in 


were not addressed,” says 
Terry Sandven, chief equi¬ 
ties strategist at U.S. Bank 
Wealth Management. “This 


sets the stage for sharper 
rhetoric and increased 
market volatility as these 


no way hinder the ability of 
the global banking system 
to finance the recovery.” 
The hope is that it will pre¬ 
vent lenders from becom¬ 
ing over-reliant in future on 
help from central banks, 
which have stepped in 
over recent years to keep 
the financial system flush 
with cash. King said that 
“the vast majority” of the 
world’s biggest banks “al¬ 
ready hold liquid assets 
well above the minimum 
required by this standard.” 
The rules are part of wider 


discussions evolve.” 

The last time lawmakers 
tussled over the debt limit, 
the stock market plunged 
and the U.S. government 
lost its AAA debt rating. The 
Dow fell almost 7 percent 
in the two weeks before an 
agreement was reached 
Aug. 3, 2011. Many busi¬ 
ness leaders objected to 
the agreement lawmak¬ 
ers reached late Tuesday. 
The Business Roundtable, 
an association of chief 
executive officers of lead¬ 
ing U.S. companies, said 
that although it addressed 
some of the immediate 
negative consequences 
that the economy would 
have faced going over 
the “fiscal cliff,” it failed to 
address the “serious and 
fundamental” reforms the 
economy needs. The Na¬ 
tional Retail Federation 


efforts to prevent another 
shock to the financial sys¬ 
tem like that prompted 
by Lehman Brothers' 2008 
collapse, which led to tax- 
payer-funded bailouts of 
banks in the U.S. and Eu¬ 
rope. They are part of the 
so-called Basel III package 
of reforms. That package 
will require lenders to in¬ 
crease their highest-quality 
capital — such as equity 
and cash reserves — grad¬ 
ually from 2 percent of the 
risky assets they hold to 7 
percent by 20190 


said that the deal was wel¬ 
come, though it was only 
the first step in necessary 
tax reform. 

Companies are likely to 
remain wary of investing 
until they get more clar¬ 
ity from Washington, says 
Joe Heider, a principal 
at Rehmann Financial in 
Cleveland, Ohio. He likens 
the current U.S. business cli¬ 
mate to a sporting event 
where the referees tell the 
players to take the field 
before telling them that 
the rules of fhe game will 
only be decided on once 
the final whistle has been 
blown. “Washington needs 
to get out of the way of 
fhe financial markets and 
American business,” said 
Heider. “They need to cre¬ 
ate some certainty over 
how businesses should best 
deploy all the cash that 
they’re sitting on.” 

And corporations are sit¬ 
ting on a lot of cash. Com¬ 
panies have been steadily 
building up their reserves 
over the last five years 
and are now sitting on re¬ 
cord cash piles. By the end 
of the third quarter of last 
year, S&P 500 companies 
had accumulated more 
than $1 trillion in cash, ac¬ 
cording to data from S&P 
Dow Jones Indices. 

At least for now, compa¬ 
nies are unlikely to invest 
much of that money back 
into their businesses simply 
because demand just isn't 
strong enough, says U.S. 
Bank's Sandven. □ 



Job seekers at Orange County One Stop Center in Westminster, 
Calif., Friday, Jan. 4, 2013. Recent upbeat employment and 
economic news has propped US markets up in the short term, 
however experts suggest the possibility for more volatility 
remains high. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong) 
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Chevrolet’s ‘Sonic boom’ helps Detroit shake off rust 


DEE-ANN DURBIN 
TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writers 
DETROIT (AP) — When the 
word reached the Orion 
Assembly Plant, it spread 
along the serpentine as¬ 
sembly line like news of a 
death or natural disaster: 
General Motors, the big¬ 
gest automaker in the 
world, had filed for bank¬ 
ruptcy protection. 

On that grim day in 2009, 
Chevrolet and Pontiac 
sedans kept rolling down 
the line. And 1,700 wor¬ 
ried workers stayed at their 
stations even as GM an¬ 
nounced it would close the 
plant in a desperate bid to 
survive. 

“The unknown was the 
scariest part,” recalled 
Gerald Lang, who had 
worked at Orion for two 
years installing dashboards 
and doors. “We really had 
no clue what was going to 
happen.” 

There was something else 
that the workers didn’t 
know: They were witnessing 
the opening act of one of 
the greatest recovery sto¬ 
ries in American business. 
Nearly four years later, 
Chevrolets are still moving 
down the assembly line 
under the plant’s 82-acre 
(33-hectare) roof. Lang 
and his co-workers now 


build the Sonic, the best¬ 
selling subcompact car in 
the nation. It’s a vehicle 
no one thought could be 
made profitably in the U.S., 
by a company that few 


people thought would last. 
But GM has not only sur¬ 
vived, it has earned $16 
billion in profits in the past 
three years. And the in¬ 
dustry is on track to make 
this year its best year since 
2007. 

Detroit's improbable 

comeback is the work of 
many: President George 
W. Bush, who authorized 
the first bailout loans; Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama, who 
made more loans; workers 


who took lower wages and 
focused more on quality 
to compete with foreign 
rivals; and executives and 
designers who developed 
better cars amid the finan¬ 


cial maelstrom happening 
around them. 

To be sure, there were vic¬ 
tims: shareholders, auto¬ 
parts makers and other 
suppliers who went out of 
business, as well as taxpay¬ 
ers who will never get all 
their money back. 

But there is no denying that 
American carmakers have 
made a remarkable recov¬ 
ery. 

Nearly 790,000 people now 
have jobs building cars, 


trucks and parts, up 27 per¬ 
cent from the dark days of 
2009. 

Early in 2010, Americans 
began returning to car 
dealerships as the econo¬ 
my improved. Sales were 
nowhere near pre-reces¬ 
sion levels, but they were 
enough for GM to cele¬ 
brate its first quarterly profit 
in three years. 

As a dreadful winter ended, 
GM delivered on its promise 
to invest at Orion. Crates of 
robot arms, carts and con¬ 
veyor parts arrived, filling 
the vast open space that 
had frightened Dunn just a 
few months earlier. 

By midyear, Lang, the as¬ 
sembly line worker, got an 
offer from GM to move 160 
miles (260 kilometers) away 
to Lordstown, Ohio, to work 
on the Chevrolet Cruze. 
By then, it was clear Ori¬ 
on would reopen to build 
the Sonic, and there were 
hopes of getting another 
car, the compact Buick 
Verano. 

Lang and his wife had 
saved some money and 
decided to stay in Michi¬ 
gan, foregoing GM pay 
and benefits until he was 
called back to work at his 
home plant. By summer of 
2011, he was back on the 
job testing the assembly 
line. 


“Pack your lunchbox and 
head off to work. That’s a 
great feeling,” he said. 
Gradually, all the older 
workers who wanted to re¬ 
turn to the plant were hired 
back at the same pay as 
when they left. New work¬ 
ers were added at the 
lower wage, adding up to 
1,800 on two shifts. 

The first Sonic, a white 
hatchback, rolled out of 
the Orion factory in August 
2011. 

Even when their company 
was in bankruptcy, GM 
engineers and design¬ 
ers across the world never 
stopped working on the 
Sonic, a new mini car that 
would take on the Honda 
Fit and Toyota Yaris. 

The Sonic was part of a 
wave of small cars from De¬ 
troit that came with more 
than just good gas mileage 
and a lower price: They 
had aggressive styling, 
better handling and more 
amenities like leather seats 
and navigation systems. 
“We recognize that we've 
got to work together as 
partners, because we're 
going to succeed or fail to¬ 
gether,” Orion Plant Man¬ 
ager Steve Brock said. 

Even the wage differenc¬ 
es don't seem to be a big 
source of friction. 

Tammy Ballard, who makes 
the lower wage that is now 
$16.66 per hour, said work¬ 
ers don’t ask each other 
about pay. She left an 
auto-parts company for 
greater job security at GM. 
“I knew what I was coming 
into, and I’m satisfied with 
that,” she said. 

On her purple T-shirt is Ori¬ 
on's slogan: “We build it like 
we own it.”Q 
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Chevrolet Sonics move down the line at the General Motors Ori¬ 
on Assembly plant in Orion Township, Mich. 

(AP Photo/Duane Burleson) 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _ machines; 
casino 
attractions 
5 Loafers & heels 
10 Kitten cries 

14 Soft drink 

15 Actress Berry 

16 Skating rink’s 
shape 

17 Adept 

18 _of; signifying 

20 _ constrictor; 
crushing snake 

21 Peeves 

22 Used an emery 
board 

23 Deposits at a 
pawn shop 

25 Title for Jerry 
Brown & Chris 
Christie: abbr. 

26 Griddle cakes 
28 _ in; able to 

speak easily, 
as a language 

31 Carrying a gun 

32 Court event 
34 Slip up 

36 Caspian & Red 

37 Injure 

38 Poet Angelou 

39 Clucking bird 

40 Raised strip 

41 Intoxicated 

42 Phony; artificial 

44 Aviators 

45 Compete 

46 Row of seminar 
speakers 

47 Actress Burstyn 

50 Sensed 

51 Indignation 
54 Not radical 

57 Doe’s mate 

58 Pillow candy 

59 Flinch 

60 Sec. of State 
Alexander _ 

61 _ and crafts 

62 Stranger 

63 Finales 

DOWN 

1 Crusty wound 
covering 

2 Gray wolf 

3 Sooners 
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Saturday’s Puzzle Solved 
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4 Golf ball holder 

5 _ one’s duty; 
is irresponsible 

6 Actor Tom _ 

7 Pioneer in the 
auto industry 

8 Inventor _ 
Whitney 

9 1/60 of a min. 

10 Reason 

11 Corrupt 

12 _ off; 
disregard 

13 Toboggan 

19 Run _ of the 
law; commit 
crime 

21 Frosted 

24 Small bills 

25 Thrilled 

26 Scout badge 
holder 

27 Lowlife 

28 Thin, as hair 

29 Multiflavored 
ice cream 

30 Lovers’ meeting 

32 Hustle & bustle 

33 Carpet 


35 Sunbeams 

37 Broad 

38 5,280 feet 

40 Destroys 

41 Slight coloring 

43 Goings-on 

44 Golfer Arnold 

46 Tranquillity 

47 Poet Lazarus 


48 Hideaway 

49 Dryer residue 

50 _ off; repel 

52 Sudden attack 

53 _ Benedict; 
breakfast order 

55 _-time; betray 

56 _ of; free from 

57 That woman 
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Seinfeld: ‘Comedians in Cars 
Getting Coffee’ to continue 


BILL CARTER 

© 2013 New York Times 

Jerry Seinfeld and Sony 
Pictures Television have 
decided to produce a sec¬ 
ond season of the short- 
run, experimental Internet 
series that Seinfeld created 
last year, “Comedians in 
Cars Getting Coffee,” a 
decision that mimics those 
made when a new com¬ 
edy on television gets an 
order for a second season. 
But the whole idea behind 
the Internet show, Seinfeld 
said, was to try to break 
into a medium other than 
TV. The decision to pro¬ 
duce 24 new episodes, to 
be announced Monday, 
puts Seinfeld and Sony on 
the same track as sites like 
Netflix in testing the waters 
to see if original, network- 
quality entertainment can 
emerge on the Internet. 
“It’s kind of a new para¬ 
digm that we're trying to 
create,” Seinfeld said in a 
telephone interview, refer¬ 
ring to himself and Sony. “I 
think we both were craving 
that little sandbox feeling 
we had when we started 
out.” 

Now they need to chase 
the same thing that other 
creators of original Internet 
content have been after: 
profits. 

“This next go-round we're 
going to have to figure 
out some sort of revenue 
stream, so it makes more 
sense,” Seinfeld said. 

The first 10 episodes of “Co¬ 
medians in Cars” contain 
no advertising and appear 
free on the Sony website 
Crackle and on the show’s 
own site, comediansget- 
tingcoffee.com. The for¬ 
mat is a talk show of sorts 
that features Seinfeld rid¬ 
ing around in vintage cars 
with friends in the comedy 
business, making detours 
to converse over food 
and coffee. Steve Mosko, 
president of Sony Pictures 
Television, said that al¬ 
most as soon as Seinfeld’s 
new show began appear¬ 
ing, “high-end advertis¬ 
ers were banging on our 
doors” seeking some level 
of sponsorship. But, he said, 
Seinfeld did not want to 
turn the first season “into 
something that gets clut¬ 


tered.” 

Seinfeld said he never 
thought of the concept as 
something for traditional 
television: he loved the flex¬ 
ibility of the Internet, partic¬ 
ularly no fixed duration for 
any of the episodes. Each 
one runs about 11 to 17 
minutes, and guests have 
included his old “Seinfeld” 
partner Larry David, Ricky 
Gervais, Alec Baldwin and 
Mel Brooks. 

He turned to Sony because 
it distributes the repeats 
of his sitcom, and he had 
a good relationship with 
Mosko. Mosko said the stu¬ 
dio was more than pleased 
with the first season, which 
he said attracted more 
than 10 million unique visi¬ 
tors to Crackle. Develop¬ 
ing Internet programming 
is a crucial part of Sony’s 
future, he said. New epi¬ 
sodes start this spring.Q 
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Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum IB OV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

“Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.concieraerealtv.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 


Michelle Donato 



Classifieds 


FOR SALE 

House for sale by owner 
Close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land smart electricity hot water, 
price reduce $150,000 
for more info. 594-6639 

198193 

FOR SALE 

Divi Village 

wk 1 1 bedroom $4250 
contact USA 716-239-0633 
or donbar58@roadrunner.com 

_ 198196 

FOR SALE/ RENT 

Divi Golf / beach wk 5 start 2/2 
2 Rm Pent house Rm 4211, gated, 
2 bath all amenities, roof hot tub- 
grillet $6950, equity value $16,700 
local till 12/8 

call: 565-9394 or 508-651-0016 
E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 

197955 

FOR RENT 
The Divi Phoenix 

week 2 (jan 12th-jan 19th) 

2 bedroom sunset side on the 
beach 

For rent $1500 for the week 
contact #564-0937 
ask for George 

198190 

FOR RENT 

Costa Linda 

2 bedroom & 2 bath, lockout 
January 7-11 th $725 
Call: 566-2817 

198187 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 

Jan 06-Jan 13 2 br $950 
Jan 05-Jan 12 2 br $1,200 
Feb 02-Feb 9 1 br $900 
Feb 16-Feb 23 1 br $900 
other wks available 
Pis call 732-2788 
rental@arubadirectdeals.com 

_ 198185 

FOR SALE 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

week 52 1 br $8,500 
week 1 2br $10,000 
week 3 2br $5,000 
week 4 2br $5,000 
week 1-2-3 2br $9000 each 
sales@arubadirectdeals.com 

Tel. 732-2788 



CM NOS E TAf 


Christmas & New Year 
weeks 2013 

2 x one bedroom timeshare 
suite for rent in Aruba for wk 
51 and wk 52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000@yahoo.com 


FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba 
Surf Club 2 Br / 2 B lock out 
unit Platinum time -ocean 
view NDZ1543@verison.net 
732-6687448 (US) 

_ 19799 6 

FOR RENT 
Marriott Ocean Club 

2 bedroom 2 bath, ocean 
view Christmas wk 2013 
December 21-28 st 
Contact: ABC Rm 145 until 
1/07/13 USA 516-625-1996 
blevinem@aol.com $5,900 

_198168 

FOR SALE 

Marriott Christmas wk 

beautiful 2 bedr, 2 bath 
washer/dryer in kitchen, ocean 
view sleeps 8 $45,000 
contact 586-4231 or 
xtmsriberg@hotmail.com 


FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything's included in this 2 Br 
2 y 2 bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 


or call 562-0735 free pick up 


WEEK 52 WOW 

Divi Village Golf Resort 
Great ocean & pool view 
only $6950 

contact 564-2686 until 
01/07/12 or 
z3837@yahoo.de 


198184 


DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 

iEEEMlEm 

7 January 

Dr. van Ool 




Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

CRUISE SHIP 


VACATION SPECIAL 

last minute 

Aruba Beach Club / Casa del Mar 
5-12 Jan 

4 p $550 studio 

5 p $760 1 bdr 

6 p $900 2 bdr 

Tel. 583-4403/560-3297 

198183 

Christmas & New Year 
wks 2013 

2x one bedr timeshare suite 
for rent in Aruba for wk 51 and wk 
52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000@yahoo.com 

198189 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Noord Tel: 586-4606 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


dies'* 



Jan. 7 Horizon 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 
Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

InselAir Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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1 year later, lone gray wolf still prowling Calif. 


TRACIE CONE 
Associated Press 
FRESNO, California (AP) — 

He doesn't like busy Inter¬ 
state 5 or eating cattle, at 
least so far. He gets along 
with his distant cousins the 
coyotes, likes to swim and 
roams a lot — an awful lot 
— around the northernmost 
reaches of California. 

A week or so ago, Califor¬ 
nia’s lone gray wolf passed 
his one-year anniversary as 
a transplant resident with 
the same technical ac¬ 
coutrements some people 
possess: a Twitter account 
and an online site about his 
travels. 

“What strikes me about 
him is that when I talk to 
the general public they 
show remarkable knowl¬ 
edge about his move¬ 
ments, much more than 
some world events,” said 
Richard Callas, a senior en¬ 
vironmental scientist with 
the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife. “Wolves 
captivate public interest. 
“No matter how you feel 
about wolves, when you 
see one it’s amazing,” he 
added. 

Far larger than coyotes, 
wolves were feared and 
hunted to near-extinction 
in the U.S. before being pro¬ 
tected by the Endangered 
Species Act. They were re¬ 
introduced in the Northern 
Rockies in the mid-1990s, 
and some migrated into 
Idaho and Oregon, where 
they have quickly repro- 
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iscort & Massage 

The best recommended 
one on the Island! 
Anything goes., no rules! 

* Choice of the best petite 
“Look & feel girls in Aruba 

* Special 2 for 1 massage 

* Full service massage 

* In-and Out-call service 

* Delivery in 15 minutes 
to your hotel 

* Free pick-up & Drop-off 

* We host Bachelor & 
Bachelorette Parties 

* Airport & Hotel Shuttle 
and Transfer services 

* We accept cash and any 
credit card. 


CALL US AT 566-6669 



This May 8, 2012 file photo provided by the California Depart¬ 
ment of Fish and Game shows OR-7, the Oregon wolf that has 
trekked across two states looking for a mate, on a sagebrush 
hillside in Modoc County, Calif. 

Associated Press 


duced. 

California’s wolf is known as 
OR-7 because he was the 
seventh in Oregon to be 
fitted with a GPS tracking 
collar. While most wolves 
stay within 100 miles (160 
kilometers) of where they 
were born, OR-7 proved 
different: he trotted 1,000 
miles (1,600 kilometers) 
from northeast Oregon to 
California, then more than 
2,000 miles (3,200 kilome- 
tersjsince arriving. 

Scientists speculate the 
3'/2-year-old is looking for 
a mate or a new pack, 
though they know both 
prospects are remote. He 
is believed to be the first 
of the predators to roam 
within the state’s bound¬ 
aries since 1924, when the 
last gray wolf was killed by 
a trapper intent on making 
the West safe for cattle. 
“The reality is OR-7 is not 
likely to find a mate in Cali¬ 
fornia. He'll likely pass on 
without successfully repro¬ 
ducing,” said Karen Ko- 
vacs, whose job as wildlife 
program manager for the 
state Department of Fish & 
Wildlife has been focused 
lately on this one animal. 

His presence has prompted 
action by one state and 
two federal agencies that 
now have to figure out 
how to manage the spe¬ 
cies if others follow in his 
5-inch (12.5-centimeter) 
paw prints. Federal wildlife 
agencies had not consid¬ 
ered California a part of 
the original wolf recovery 
plan for western states. 
Currently the state is consid¬ 
ering a petition that would 
list the wolf as endangered, 
as he already is federally in 
California. Killing the wolf 
means a $100,000 federal 
fine. 


If the state's wildlife com¬ 
mission approves the peti¬ 
tion come October, au¬ 
thorities would determine 
how many wolves would 
be needed to populate 
a given area before the 
species would not be con¬ 
sidered endangered any¬ 
more. It would include a 
plan to deal with livestock 
depredation and monitor¬ 
ing for disease such as dis¬ 
temper and rabies. 

OR-7 has aroused concerns 
among residents of the 
northeastern counties who 
fear the wolf will kill live¬ 
stock, although officials say 
he has not so far. 

The California Cattlemen’s 
Association opposes list¬ 
ing the wolf on California’s 
endangered species list 
based on a single animal 
wandering into the state. 
“Any time a predator is in¬ 
troduced, or in this case 
crosses the border, it con¬ 
cerns people especially 
those in Northern California 
where this wolf now seems 
to call his home,” said Jus¬ 
tin Oldfield, vice president 
of government relations for 
the association. “Our goal 
now is to work with (wildlife 


agencies) to see how we 
can manage this predator 
in California. That would in¬ 
clude things such as... what 
livestock owners can do to 
protect their animals.” 

The lone wolf also has been 
celebrated by fans such 
as (at)iamgreenbean who 
this week sent the message 
“We are THRILLED to have 
you” to the Twitter account 
(at)WolfOR7. The anony¬ 
mous wolf often tweets 
about eating ungulates, or 
asking journalists, “Why the 
fixation with my love life?" 
So beloved is OR-7 in Ore¬ 
gon that a newspaper car¬ 
toonist depicted him as a 
candidate during the 2012 
presidential campaign. 
Despite the high tech gad- 
getry hanging from his 
neck, sightings are rare. Ko- 
vac’s department updates 
a tracking map when OR-7 
moves significantly out of 
an area, but since July 
he has been hanging out 
mostly in Tehama County, 
and wildlife officers don’t 
want the public to know ex¬ 
actly where. Cattle ranch¬ 
ers, however, are warned 
if he gets too close or stays 
too long in one area. 


“When we believe he’s 
reached a threshold, when 
he’s hanging around in one 
area too long,... we have 
felt compelled to knock on 
doors and tell them to be a 
little more vigilant," Kovacs 
said. 

For the past month, OR-7 
has been roaming around 
the northern and eastern 
edges of Tehama County 
around Red Bluff as he fol¬ 
lows deer migrating from 
the northern Sierra to lower 
grazing areas at around 
1,500 feet (450 meters). He 
has approached Interstate 
5 on several occasions, but 
never crossed the freeway 
though he has repeatedly 
crossed less traveled high¬ 
ways. 

With a sample size of just 
one, it's hard to note any 
breakthroughs in wolf sci¬ 
ence, though researchers 
have been amazed at the 
distances OR-7 has cov¬ 
ered. The 3,000 miles (4,800 
kilometers) recorded are 
just connecting the dots 
between GPS coordinates 
and don’t count any me¬ 
andering in between. 

“If you look at dispersing 
gray wolves, OR-7 is clearly 
on the far end of the bell 
curve in terms of how far he 
has traveled,” Kovacs said. 
“He's not the first, but there 
are a handful that have 
traveled this far. That has 
been what's most interest¬ 
ing about him.”Q 
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Michael J. Fox to play newscaster in new NBC show 



In a Nov. 6, 2006 file photo actor Michael J. Fox greets 
supporters at a rally for Wisconsin Gov. Jim Doyle in 
Milwaukee. 

Associated Press 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
PASADENA, California (AP) 

— On his upcoming NBC 
comedy, Michael J. Fox 
will play a newscaster who 
had quit his job due to 
Parkinson's Disease but re¬ 
turns to work in the show’s 
first episode because a 
new medical regimen has 
helped him control many 
of the disease's symptoms. 
It mirrors the life of the 
former “Family Ties” and 
“Spin City” star, who said 
last year that drugs have 
helped minimize the physi¬ 
cal tics of Parkinson's and 
has enabled him to take on 
more acting jobs. 

The TV comedy, which 
doesn’t have a title yet, is a 
key piece of NBC's strategy 
to build upon a revival that 
has brought the network 
back from many years in 
the ratings wilderness. Show 
like “The Voice” and “Revo¬ 
lution” have made NBC the 


only one of the four biggest 
networks to gain in viewer- 
ship over last season. 

Fox's series doesn’t have a 
title yet. 

Though it's not definite, 
NBC is penciling the com¬ 
edy in for September on its 
low-rated Thursday sched¬ 
ule. The long-running Thurs¬ 
day comedy “30 Rock” 
ends its run on Jan. 31, and 
“The Office” will exit after a 
special one-hour episode 
this spring. 

In the family comedy. Fox's 
character will be the father 
of two teen-age children 
and a younger boy, Jenni¬ 
fer Salke, the network's en¬ 
tertainment president, said 
on Sunday. It will be set in 
New York City, and filmed 
there, too, she said. 

The real-life disease has 
left Fox an object of pity- 
fueled admiration, yet Fox 
“approaches his life and 
his work with a lot of irrever¬ 
ence," Salke said. 


“It's a family show that has 
him dealing with work and 
office relationships as well 
as dealing with kind of his 
public persona, which is 
very real," she said. “You 
see, he gets a standing 
ovation everywhere he 
shows up, and the idea 
that he’s sort of been put 
up on this pedestal by the 
country and the world, re¬ 
ally. He’s just a regular guy, 
who gets frustrated, who 
gets mad at having to sit at 
home.” 

Fox is meeting this week 
with actresses who may 
be cast as his wife on the 
show. 

Fox has appeared in lim¬ 
ited roles over the past few 
years, most notably as a 
lawyer in CBS’ “The Good 
Wife.” But it’s his track re¬ 
cord as the star of two pre¬ 
vious comedy series that 
has NBC executives ea¬ 
gerly looking forward to the 
new show. He left ABC's 


“Spin City” in 2000 after 
four seasons, saying he 
hoped to help find a cure 
for Parkinson’s. 

NBC focused this season 
on improving its standing 
earlier in the week, building 
from the popular Sunday 


night football franchise 
and a new fall edition of 
“The Voice” on Mondays 
and Tuesdays. The strategy 
worked better than execu¬ 
tives envisioned, said Rob¬ 
ert Greenblatt, NBC enter¬ 
tainment chairman. □ 
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‘Chainsaw 3-D’ carves out No. 1 debut with $23M 


DAVID GERMAIN 
AP Movie Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — It took 
Leatherface and his chain¬ 
saw to chase tiny hobbit 
Bilbo Baggins out of the 
top spot at the box office. 
Lionsgate’s horror sequel 
“Texas Chainsaw 3-D" de¬ 
buted at No. 1 with $23 mil¬ 
lion, according to studio es¬ 
timates Sunday. The movie 
picks up where 1974’s “The 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre” 
left off, with masked killer 
Leatherface on the loose 
again. 

Quentin Tarantino’s re¬ 
venge saga “Django Un¬ 
chained” held on at No. 
2 for a second-straight 
weekend with $20.1 million. 
The Weinstein Co. release 
raised its domestic total to 
$106.4 million. 

After three weekends at 
No. 1, part one of Peter 
Jackson’s “The Hobbit” tril¬ 
ogy slipped to third with 
$17.5 million. That lifts the 
domestic haul to $263.8 
million for “The Hobbit.” The 
Warner Bros, blockbuster 
added $57.1 million over¬ 
seas to bring its internation¬ 
al earnings to $561 million 
and its worldwide total to 
about $825 million. 

Also passing the $100 mil¬ 
lion mark over the week- 



This undated publicity film image from Lionsgate shows Alexandra Daddario, left, as Heather Miller 
in a scene from “Texas Chainsaw 3-D," releasing in theaters on Friday, January 4, 2013. 

Associated Press 


end was Universal's musi¬ 
cal “Les Miserables,” which 
finished at No. 4 with $16.1 
million, pushing its domes¬ 
tic total to $103.6 million. 
Like other horror franchises, 
“Texas Chainsaw Massa¬ 
cre” has had several other 
remakes or sequels, but the 
idea always seems ripe for 
a new wave of fright-flick 
fans. Nearly two-thirds of 
the audience was under 
25, too young — or not 
even born — when some 


Josh Brolin arrested in 
Calif on New Year’s Day 

SANTA MONICA, California 
(AP) — Actor Josh Brolin 
spent some of New Year’s 
Day and the following 
morning in a Southern Cali¬ 
fornia jail cell after getting 
arrested for misdemeanor 
public intoxication. 

Santa Monica Police Lt. 

Darrell Lowe says the actor 
was not given a citation for 
the Tuesday arrest, which 
means he likely won’t have 
to appear in court. 

Lowe says Brolin was ar¬ 
rested just before midnight 
January 1, when officers 
found him heavily intoxi¬ 
cated on a Santa Monica 
sidewalk. 

He was booked into jail 
and released about six 
hours later after he had so¬ 
bered up. 

A call to a publicist for Bro¬ 
lin was not immediately re¬ 
turned Sunday. 



earlier “Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre” movies came 
out. 

“It's one of those that sur¬ 
vives each generation. It's 
something that continues 
to come back and en¬ 
tertain its audience,” said 
Richie Fay, head of distri¬ 
bution for Lionsgate. 

“Texas Chainsaw” drew a 
hefty 84 percent of its busi¬ 
ness from 3-D screenings. 
Many movies now draw 
50 percent or less of their 
revenue from 3-D screen¬ 
ings, but horror fans tend to 
prefer paying extra to see 
blood and guts fly with an 
added dimension. 

In narrower release. Matt 


Damon’s natural-gas 
fracking drama “Promised 
Land” had a slow start in its 
nationwide debut, coming 
in at No. 10 with $4.3 million 
after opening in limited re¬ 
lease a week earlier. 
Released by Focus Fea¬ 
tures, “Promised Land” 
stars Damon as a salesman 
pitching rural residents on 
fracking technology to drill 
for natural gas. The film 
widened to 1,676 theaters, 
averaging a slim $2,573 a 
cinema, compared with 
$8,666 in 2,654 theaters for 
“Texas Chainsaw.” 
Hollywood began the year 
where it left in 2012, when 
business surged during the 


Rare color photos of The 
Beatles to go up for sale 


44 


Josh Brolin , seen in aFeb. 27, 
2011 file photo, spent some 
time New Year’s Day, Jan. 
1, 2013 and the following 
morning in a Southern 
California jail cell after getting 
arrested for misdemeanor 
public intoxication. 

Associated Press 

Brolin is starring in the crime 
film “Gangster Squad,” 
which opens this week.Q 



In this photo taken Dec. 29, 2012, auctioneer Paul Fairweather 
holds four colour transparencies of The Beatles taken during 
their first tour of the USA in 1964. Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — Unpub¬ 
lished early color photo¬ 
graphs of The Beatles’ first 


U.S. tour will be sold at a 
U.K. auction. 

The photos were taken dur- 


holidays to carry the indus¬ 
try to a record $10.8 billion 
at the domestic box office. 
Overall business this week¬ 
end came in at $149 mil¬ 
lion, up 7 percent from 
the same period last year, 
when “The Devil Inside” led 
with $33.7 million, accord¬ 
ing to box-office tracker 
Hollywood.com. But with 
strong business on New 
Year's Day last week, Hol¬ 
lywood already has raked 
in $254.2 million, 33 percent 
ahead of last year. 
Box-office results ebb and 
flow quickly, so that lead 
could vanish almost over¬ 
night. But with a steady 
lineup of potential hits right 
through December, studios 
have a chance at another 
revenue record this year. 
“The month that we had 
at the end of last year that 
led us to a record year 
continued right through 
New Year’s and on now to 
the first official weekend of 
2013,” said Hollywood.com 
analyst Paul Dergarabe- 
dian. “We're looking for 
an even stronger year this 
year. That's in the realm of 
possibility. But we have 51 
weekends to go." 
Estimated ticket sales for 
Friday through Sunday at 
U.S. and Canadian the¬ 
aters, according to Holly¬ 
wood .com. Where avail¬ 
able, latest international 
numbers are also included. 
Final domestic figures will 
be released Monday.Q 


ing the rock band’s 1964 
visit to the U.S., when color 
film was expensive and 
most images of the group 
were in black and white. 
The collection of 65 slides 
contains many stage shots, 
including George Harri¬ 
son with his legendary red 
Rickenbacker guitar and 
close-up portraits from a 
Las Vegas Sahara Hotel 
press conference and Las 
Vegas Convention Cen¬ 
tre gig. The images were 
taken by Dr. Robert Beck, 
who died in 2002 and left 
them in an archive of pho¬ 
tographs and slides in his 
Hollywood home. 

Omega Auctions said Sun¬ 
day the images will be sold 
March 22 — exactly 50 
years after The Beatles re¬ 
leased their first album. □ 
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Amid piles of bears and balloons, Newtown starts to move on 


RAY RIVERA 

© 2013 New York Times 
NEWTOWN, Conn. - At least 
five of the children who 
died at Sandy Hook Ele¬ 
mentary School played at 
a gymnastics center called 
the Tumble Jungle. So, 
soon after the shootings, 
a staff member brought a 
bedsheet from her house, 
painted the words “Our 
Angels, Never Forgotten” 
on it, and she and her co¬ 
workers draped it over the 
sign in the front window. 

It was one of dozens of 
such heartfelt memorials 
that appeared here on 
roadsides, in yards and on 
storefronts in the days after 
the shootings. Today, the 
bedsheet is still there, rip¬ 
pling in the wind like a flag 
of mourning, which in every 
sense it is. 

“We lost so many kids close 
to us," said Brandy Nez- 
vesky, 18, the manager of 
Tumble Jungle. “It's going 
to be a big decision for all 
of us to take it down.” 
Newtown remains a town 
suffocating in grief after 
the school massacre on 
Dec. 14 that killed 20 first- 
graders and six adult staff 
members. Now, it is wres¬ 
tling with what to do with 
all those well-meaning me¬ 
morials. The sheet in front of 
the Tumble Jungle remains; 
others have disappeared, 
some swept up by the town 
in the middle of the night. 
It is a daunting question: 
When do public displays 
of sorrow and sympathy 
become barriers to mov¬ 
ing on, especially for the 
victims' families who drive 
past them? 

The town has been so inun¬ 
dated with these and other 
acts of sympathy that at 
one point officials implored 
other communitiesto stop 
sending gifts of toys and 
other goods and to give 
them to their own charities 
in the name of the Sandy 
Hook victims. 

“That's what happens in 
disasters like this, especially 
on a scale like this,” said 
John Eastwood, the pastor 
of Calvary Chapel in near¬ 
by Southbury, who was a 
chaplain with the Red Cross 
at Ground Zero after 9/11. 

Church members have 
been operating a heated 
tent on a vacant lot down 


the road from the school 
where people can drop off 
tributes, talk to a chaplain 
or simply wander among 
the mounds of teddy bears, 
flowers, prayer cards and 
posters signed by school- 
children and well-wishers 
from across the country 
and the world. 

“That’s one of the primary 
needs of these temporary 
memorials,” Eastwood said. 
“People need to release 
some of that grief, and it 
becomes a safe place in¬ 
stead of turning into a com¬ 
plicated grief." 

The question of how long is 
too long to let these tem¬ 
porary memorials stand has 


become all too familiar in 
sites like Columbine, Virgin¬ 
ia Tech and, more recently, 
Aurora, Colo., where gun¬ 
men have gone on deadly 
rampages. 

Patricia Llodra, Newtown’s 
first selectwoman, made 
the painful decision for 
many herself when she or¬ 
dered the Public Works 
Department two weeks 
after the shooting to re¬ 
move many of the most 
elaborate memorials. To 
be removed were the vast 
gardens of grief - including 
rows of decorated Christ¬ 
mas trees topped with silk¬ 
en angels, green and white 
balloons (the school's col¬ 
ors), sacrificial candles and 
deeply personal items like 
old dolls and sports trophies 
- that had accumulated 


outside the firehouse near 
the school and in the cen¬ 
ter of Sandy Hook. 

Before doing so, Llodra 
alerted members of the en¬ 
tire community by phone, 
warning them of the pend¬ 
ing removal. Organic ma¬ 
terial like flowers and trees, 
she told them, would be 
processed into “sacred 
soil” to use in the founda¬ 
tion of a future memorial. 
The teddy bears and all 
the other nonorganic items 
would be turned into bricks 
and other building materi¬ 
als for the tribute. 

Llodra also wrote a letter to 
the victims’ families inviting 
them to spend private time 


at the sites and to take any 
items they wished for per¬ 
sonal keepsakes. 

On Dec. 28, the police 
closed the roads around 
the memorials for two hours 
as about 50 people from 15 
families took her up on the 
offer. 

That night, after most of 
the town had gone to bed, 
employees from the Public 
Works Department collect¬ 
ed all the material, placed 
it in containers and took it 
to the department's ware¬ 
house. Llodra has invited 
everyone to take their me¬ 
morials to the department 
for inclusion in the perma¬ 
nent memorial. 

“There’s no road map for 
this,” Llodra said. “So I have 
to really make the decisions 
based on what my heart 


tells me is right and what 
my head says is possible." 
Some have criticized the 
move as too soon, as well 
as the decision to turn the 
material into something 
unrecognizable like soil 
or bricks. But others have 
praised it. 

Cathy Sullivan, a widow 
and longtime resident, 
broke the homeowners’ 
rules of her retirement com¬ 
munity when she put up a 
white teddy bear, an Amer¬ 
ican flag and green and 
white balloons on a tree in 
her front yard. She has yet 
to take it all down, but said 
that having a place to take 
it, and knowing it will be 


put into a permanent me¬ 
morial, made the decision 
easier. 

“I couldn't put it in the trash 
any more than I could put 
the flag I received when 
my husband, who was a 
veteran, died,” she said. 
“So I’m going to roll up the 
balloons and the ribbons 
and the teddy bear and 
the flag and take them all 
down to the town.” 

Some of the more elab¬ 
orate memorials also 
clogged traffic as report¬ 
ers, visitors and mourners 
visited them. 

Llodra said she sought to 
deal with the memorials in 
“a firm way, but a fair way 
and a gentle way.” 

“We knew the memori¬ 
als can’t stand forever,” 
she said. “And after be¬ 


ing weathered ... I mean, 
we had bad rain, we had 
a storm, we had wind, we 
had snow. So I knew the 
time was going to come 
where we really had to 
move the memorials. Not 
only because the tributes 
themselves start to look 
unkempt and start to com¬ 
municate a message that 
wasn’t part of the honoring 
that the donor intended; it 
also signifies a moving on, 
a readiness for the commu¬ 
nity to go to that next step." 
On the Friday of the shoot¬ 
ing, a family that has lived 
just blocks from the school 
for 60 years, spray-painted, 
“God Bless the Families” on 
two slabs of plywood and 
put them in its yard. 

The family, who did nof 
want to be identified, had 
seven siblings, now all 
grown, who had offended 
kindergarten at the school. 
That weekend, they con¬ 
structed a large green 
heart out of plywood ringed 
wifh Christmas lights and 
solemnly decked it with 26 
crosses, the name of a vic¬ 
tim on each. The family has 
not decided when to take 
it down, or what to do with 
it once it does. 

“We were just talking about 
that the other day,” said 
one of the brothers. “If 
one of the families came 
by and asked us to take it 
down, we’d take it down in 
a heartbeat, but otherwise 
it's just something we’re go¬ 
ing to have to think about.” 
A pair of professionally 
printed green and white 
posters outside the Pizza 
Palace display the number 
26 with a halo overhead 
and an angel's wings, un¬ 
derlined by a row of angels 
holding hands. Dila Dushku 
Fonda, who owns the res¬ 
taurant with her brothers 
and a cousin, had a friend 
print them. 

She welcomed Llodra’s de¬ 
cision to remove the public 
memorials. But asked when 
she might take down her 
own, she said it was still too 
soon, the anguish still “too 
raw." 

“Mourning is such a per¬ 
sonal thing,” she said, as 
she started to cry. “You 
don’t even have to have 
children to understand the 
pain, all you have to have 
is a heart. ”□ 



An improvised cemetery of cardboard angles for the victims of the shooting at Sandy Hook El¬ 
ementary School, in Newtown, Conn. Newtown, still grieving after the elementary massacre, is 
wrestling with the question of how long to let public memorials stand. 

(Fred R. Conrad/The New York Times) 
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OK, people, we are really in 
2013. It took a few days, but now 
we’ve settled in. Test your New 
Year’s knowledge: 

1. Michele Bachmann an¬ 
nounced she had introduced 
the first bill of the 113th Congress, 
a proposal to: 

A) Revisit her Light Bulb Freedom 
of Choice Act. 

B) Repeal Obamacare. 

C) Require the media to ex¬ 
plain that when she says people 
should be “armed,” she means 
“armed with knowledge.” 

D) Rename the National Institutes 
of Health in honor of any one of 
the “hundreds and hundreds of 
scientists, many of them holding 
Nobel Prizes, who believe in intel¬ 
ligent design.” 

2. John Boehner began the new 
year by staving off a right-wing 
rebellion and getting re-elected 
to his awful job as speaker of the 
House. Which of these recent 
John Boehner statements was in 
his first address to the new Con¬ 
gress? 

A) “Listen, I was born with a glass 
half full.” 

B) “Ifs and ands and buts are like 
candy and nuts. If that were the 
case, every day would be Christ¬ 
mas.” 

C) “We meet again at democ¬ 
racy’s great port of call.” 

D) “We got some of the smartest 
people in the country who serve 
here, and some of the dumbest.” 

3. Over in the Senate, the No. 
2 Republican, John Cornyn of 
Texas, celebrated by announc¬ 
ing that: 

A) “Now that I think about it, we 
really did go overboard on that 
filibuster thing.” 

B) “It may be necessary to par¬ 
tially shut down the government 
in order to secure the long-term 
fiscal well-being of our country.” 

C) It was time to “stop obsessing 
about Obamacare.” 

D) He was really sorry he once 
compared gay marriage to hav¬ 
ing a neighbor who “marries a 
box turtle.” 

4. One of the stars of the action- 
packed new year’s week in 
Congress was Vice President Joe 
Biden, who seemed to be every¬ 
where. However Biden did NOT: 

A) Say he sold a “fiscal cliff- 
ending deal to suspicious Sen¬ 
ate Democrats by telling them: 
“This is Joe Biden, and I’m your 
buddy.” 

B) Confuse the husband of an in¬ 
coming senator during a swear¬ 
ing-in picture-taking by telling 
him, “Spread your legs. You’re 
going to be frisked.” 

C) Tell Mitch McConnell he 
looked like a “cute little old hoot 
owl.” 


D) Greet a muscular soldier with: 
"If you need any help on your 
pecs, let me know.” 

5. The biggest special election 
in the new year will be the one 
for the Senate in Massachusetts, 
presuming that John Kerry leaves 
to become secretary of state. 
Republican Scott Brown, if he 
plays his cards right, could wind 
up running for the Senate four 
times in five years! On that note, 
Brown has already: 

A) Announced that his truck now 
has 300,000 miles on it. 

B) Questioned whether the Dem¬ 
ocratic favorite, Rep. Edward 
Markey, actually lives in Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

C) Told reporters that he was a 
Republican “only when it comes 
to money.” 

D) Signed up to do a repeat of 
his 1982 Cosmo nude photo as 
“America’s Sexiest Middle-Aged 
Man.” 

6. One of the most dramatic 
sports moments of 2012 occurred 
at the end of the year when 
boxer Juan Manuel Marquez 
knocked down his longtime rival 
Manny Pacquiao. Just before 
the match, Pacquiao was visited 
in his dressing room by a promi¬ 
nent Republican who said: 

A) “Hi, Manny, I’m Rick Santo- 
rum, and I want to tell you about 
a plot against our families by the 
United Nations. Also, I can do 50 
push-ups.” 

B) “Hi, Manny, I’m Herman Cain. 
Do you enjoy pizza?” 

C) “Hi, Manny, I’m Newt Gingrich 
and this is my current wife, Cal- 
lista.” 

D) “Hi, Manny. I’m Mitt Romney. I 
ran for president. I lost.” 

7. Coming soon in the new year! 
“Warm Bodies,” a Romeo-and- 
Juliet romance about the forbid¬ 
den love between a teenage girl 
and a handsome young zombie. 
Zombies are so in! Which of the 
following was NOT among their 
achievements in 2012: 

A) Starred in a campaign ad 
created by Nancy Pelosi’s op¬ 
ponent, depicting the House 
minority leader as the head of a 
zombie army. 

B) Featured prominently in all the 
Mayan end-of-the-world specu¬ 
lation. 

C) Raised the profile of the Kan¬ 
sas Anti-Zombie Militia, whose 
spokesman told The Kansas City 
Star this week that a zombie in¬ 
vasion “is more possible than 
people think.” 

D) Figured in Rod Blagojevich’s 
“at-least-l’m-not-a-zombie” con¬ 
viction appeal. 

8. And there’s an upcoming real¬ 
ity TV series about: 

A) An 85-year-old former gover¬ 
nor of Louisiana and his 34-year- 
old wife, who he met as a pen 
pal while he was serving a prison 
term for bribery and extortion. 

B) Those people in Kansas who 
are preparing for a zombie inva¬ 
sion. 

C) The adventures of outgoing 
Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner’s 
return to the private sector. In 
the first episode, Geithner and 
Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
take a road trip to the World Eco¬ 
nomic Forum in Davos. 

D) Joe Biden just being Joe 
Biden. 

ANSWERS: 1-B, 2-C, 3-B, 4-C, 5-B, 
6-D, 7-D, 8-A □ 
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WASHINGTON - On Thursday, the 
Capitol was full of happy people. 
The trauma of the 112th Con¬ 
gress - which ended 36 hours 
after yet another frenzied round 
of kick-the-financial-can - was 
starting to lift. It was a new day. 
Hope sprang eternal. 

The new Congress was being 
sworn in. The 14 new senators 
and 84 new members of Con¬ 
gress walked around the Capi¬ 
tol in a giddy daze. Everywhere 
you looked, you saw family and 
friends and supporters who had 
come to Washington to cele¬ 
brate their victory. They couldn’t 
stop smiling. 

In the Speaker’s Lobby, where 
reporters buttonhole members 
of Congress as they make their 
way to the House floor, I spoke to 
Ann McLane Kuster, a new Dem¬ 
ocratic congresswoman from 
New Hampshire. “What makes 
you think the new Congress will 
function any better than the pre¬ 
vious one?” I asked. “The voters 
have instructed us to solve prob¬ 
lems,” she replied firmly. 

Tom Rice, a new Republican 
congressman from South Caro¬ 
lina, said, “I would like to try to 
push the country forward.” But 
you didn’t have to drill down very 
far to learn that Rice’s definition 
of moving the country forward 
was very different from Kuster’s. 


Rice favors a balanced budget 
amendment; Kuster wants higher 
taxes for the wealthy. 

I bumped into Hawaii’s new sen¬ 
ator, Brian Schatz, who replaced 
the late Daniel Inouye toward 
the end of the last congressio¬ 
nal session. “The ‘fiscal cliff’ vote 
shows that it is possible to have 
a bipartisan vote,” he actually 
said. 

If only. 

What the fiscal cliff vote showed, 
in fact, is just how rudderless and 
polarized Washington has be¬ 
come. The only way Congress 
could end the last debt-ceiling 
crisis was by creating a cliff so 
steep - with its combination of 
tax increases and deep spend¬ 
ing cuts - that both parties would 
be forced to find an acceptable 
middle ground. 

Instead, they punted again. 
Though President Barack Obama 
got a watered-down version of 
his tax hikes for the wealthy, the 
spending cuts were pushed off 
into the future, infuriating many 
Republicans. Because Repub¬ 
licans will no longer negotiate 
with Obama, he had to out¬ 
source the negotiations to his 
vice president, Joe Biden. Speak¬ 
er John Boehner was humiliated 
by his own party, of which two- 
thirds voted against the deal in 
the House. Mitch McConnell, the 
Senate minority leader, quickly 
promised a new fight over the 
next debt-ceiling vote. 

That’s less than two months 
away. After which, we’ll hit the 
fiscal cliff - again. They say the 
definition of insanity is repeating 
the same action, and expecting 
a different result. By that mea¬ 
sure, Congress has lost its mind. 
“Where is the leadership?” asked 
Howard Schultz, the chief execu¬ 
tive of Starbucks, echoing the 
sentiment of much of the coun¬ 
try. Schultz had been trying for 
months to rouse the country into 
thinking hard about why our po¬ 
litical system has run aground. 
“We can’t do this too many 
more times,” he said, referring to 
crises like the fiscal cliff. “We are 


sapping the country’s spirit. Our 
political system is broken.” He 
blamed, among other things, the 
practice of gerrymandering and 
the big money flowing into cam¬ 
paigns. He’s right. The incentives 
to put country over party have 
vanished. Elected officials who 
cross party leaders get stripped 
of their committee assignments - 
as happened to four Republican 
legislators this week who were 
not viewed as “team players.” 
The combination of gerryman¬ 
dered districts and a primary 
system that empowers a small 
coterie of party hard-liners has 
meant that representatives and 
senators who don’t toe the party 
line getting booted out of office. 
Mickey Edwards, the former con¬ 
gressman from Oklahoma, has 
written a book, “The Parties Ver¬ 
sus The People,” in which he pro¬ 
poses that we move to an open 
primary system, where all candi¬ 
dates, of every persuasion, run - 
with the top two finishers facing 
off in the general election. That 
would help loosen the grip par¬ 
ty extremists now have on their 
representatives. Thursday night, 
after I got home, I had a phone 
conversation with Scott Rigell, a 
Virginia Republican who first won 
election in 2010 by campaigning 
as a modern-day fiscal conserva¬ 
tive. That is to say, he believed, 
as he told me, “that we have a 
spending problem not a revenue 
problem.” 

But after he got to Congress, he 
dug deeper, and came to what 
he calls “a data-driven, analytic 
conclusion.” Namely: spending 
cuts alone could not eliminate 
the deficit. The country needed 
more tax revenue as well. He 
showed his data to everyone 
he could on his side of the aisle. 
They nodded politely and con¬ 
tinued to insist on not raising 
taxes. Rigell did not revert back, 
however. “We have to have the 
courage to critique and refine 
our own platform,” he said. “That 
isn’t weakness. It is intellectual 
honesty.” I asked him if he had 
been punished by leadership for 
his courageous views. “No,” he 
said. 

Give them time, I thought.□ 




























